


* CHEF’S ADVICE 


Don’t spare the butter, put a generous 
pat on the peas before serving— 
and you have perfection. 
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medleu’s 


do the 


donkey work: 


— the picking, shelling, cleaning and 
cooking. Cut the kitchen chores and buy 
Smedley’s Canned Vegetables ; a minute’s 
warming and they’re ready to eat. 
Smedley freshness and quality is unchallenged 


and is guaranteed on every can. 
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19 HiFi BLACK BOX 


Listen . . . and the mad onrush of civilisation slows down . . . stops 
still. Close your eyes and the cares of your workaday world drift 
away. Such is the magic of the PYE BLACK BOX. In blissful 
repose you savour the full rich beauty of the orchestra, the sung 
and the spoken word . . . joining the artists themselves in that other 
world of music. An ordinary record played on the BLACK BOX 
becomes a thrilling musical experience. Don’t deny it to yourself 
a moment longer. 


Write today to Pye Ltd., Box 49, Cambridge, 
for full colour leaflet on the BLACK BOX. 


PYE LIMITED OF CAMBRIDGE 





es SCRABBLE 


The LAST WORD in. GAMES 


Scrabble gives endless pleasure to hundreds of thousands in Britain 
already, There is nothing quite like it. it challenges the most astute 
gamester, yet children just able to spell may play too. 

Two, three or four players form interlocking words, crossword fashion, 
using highly finished letter tiles with various score values. Each player 
competes for highest score by using his letters to take best | 9 | | 
advantage of letter values and premium squares on the board. / 


Youll play it in the eacl — Whey no Now 


Available at good toy shops, stationers and departmental stores. if your 


dealer cannot supply, write for address of nearest stockist to: 


}). W. SPEAR & SONS LTD. 
Dept. P. ENFIELD, MIDDLESEX. 
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Winter lack of SUNSHINE 
brings more illness 


wy ' 

DOCTORS 
PRESCRIBE 

vitaminising ultra-violet 
and deeply penetrating 
infra-red rays. 
FOR THE OLD—to 
relieve pains, particularly 
Rheumatic, Sciatic and 
similar conditions 
FOR THE YOUNG 
to help their bones to grow, 
through the anti-ricket 
Vitamin D 


ACTINEA 


the Portable Sun 


British made 


Guaranteed for 
12 months 


Combines ultra-violet wih infra-red. These rays, 
used under medical guidance, relieve pain, regen- 
erate the-tissues, destroy many germs and heip to 


build up resistance against our winter climate 


£14°14°0 


Purchase Tax) 
On prescription 


FROM YOUR CHEMIST OR ELECTRICAL DEALER 


ULTRA-VIOLET SOURCE INFRA-RED SOURCE 

150 watt High Pressure Quartz 400 watt, deeply penetrating, entirely front 
tube. Erythema dose: | minute wired, black body clement Closes up t 
at! yard oT «6x 


Dept. P.2. 
LIMITED 
LONDON, W.8. 


Write for illustrated leaflet to 
PERIHEL 
27-29 RABBIT ROW, 








A new gin for that extra special occasion 


nso in Dy 


Here is a gin that is as different 

from an ordinary gin as Champagne 

is from an ordinary sparkling wine 

Try it neat and see. Roll it round 

your tongue and savour its fine flavour, 

ites velvet mellowness, Or try it in 

your favourite cocktail 

You pay a little more for this 

De Luxe gin, but you get immeasur- 

ably greater pleasure. Ask your Wine 
Merchant. Price 15 '6 a bottle 


JAUEE SUREONOE LTH,, BU TTOR BOAR, LOF He 





N°5 
CHANEL 


PARIS 





THE MOST TREASYVRED NAME IN PERFUME 


CHANEL 
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By Appointment 10 H.M. The Queen 
Silversmiths & Jewellers 


sprey 


for the finest gifts of all 


Black Calf Handbag 
with gilt catch, 
£22. 10. 0 


Tea Case in Brown Hide 
for 2 persons. £9. 10. 0 


Pigskin 
Cornbined Wet Pack 
and shoe cleaning 
kit. £5. 12. 6 


Fishing Reel 
Clock on green onyx base. 
Reg. design. £37. 10, 0 


Pigskin “Zip” Fastening 

Compactus Case with chromium 

accessories and ironwood brush. 
£14, 10.0 


Jewel Case with lift-out tray in 
pigskin. Size 10° x 6)" x 3”. 
ice Bow! in £18. 10.0 
anodised meta! 
with unbreakable lining. Pear or apple 
shape, in red, green or gold. £12. 12. 0 
Write for Christmas Catalogue to 


ASPREY & COMPANY LIMITED - 165/169 New Bond Street - London - W.1 


Approved by the Good Housekeeping Ins 


Surround yourself with warmth this Christmas 
treat yourself to a Thermovent. Impeccably styled, supremely 
efficient, perfectly safe, Thermovent heaters warm the air by natural 
convection. No draughts. No hot spots. No chilly corners 
No dirt. No fumes. Convenient hand grips for casy portability from 
room to room. Built-in automatic heat contro! gives constant 
warmth at a chosen temperature—and saves current 
FRC2 Portable heater with built-in automatic heat 
control. 2 kWE17.19.9: other models from GU1.3.4 





For hard-to-heat-places such as bedrooms, bathrooms, etc, 
Ekco Tuermoruses, tubular heaters, are an inexpensive 
economical, easily-installed system of heating. They are 
ideal for combating winter freeze-ups and burst pips 


GD Thermovent 


ELECTRIC COMFORT HEATING 
See the range of Thermovent heaters at your local ete 
showrooms or electrical dealer, or write r literature 


THERMOVENT HEATING: BE. K. COLE LTD+ 5 VIGO STREET + LONDON WI 











How compact can comfort 

be ? This year, Parker-Knoll 

have designed three new 

chairs (one of them is shown 

on the right), that prove con- 

clusively that rooms on the 

small side can still boast of 

comfort on the grand scale. 

Remember, every genuine 

Parker-Knoll model bears a 

name-tape along the inside of 

the frame, so raise the cushion _ fis.1s0 
seat and look before you buy. In tapestry + $e ihustrat 


PARKER- ENOLL 


Showreoems LONDON 
13, Henr lotta Place 
Cavendish Square, W.! 
MANCHESTER 
Square, St. Ann's Square 
BIRMINGHAM 
43, Temple Street 


3, Barter 





For fully Ulusatrated 
catalogue write to 
THE COURTYARD, 
FROGMOOR, 
HIGH WYCOMBE, 
BUCKS 

















Rainfall 


It takes 300 tons of rainfall to grow 













) one ton of corn. The water that 
falls from the clouds has a decisive 
influence upon human affairs. 

rae In the storage and distribution 

of water, and in the use of water for 
ta hydro-electric power, the products 

r of David Brown engineering are 

used all over the world—in pumping 

stations, dams, reservoirs and 


trrigation schemes. 





1, ln al wT ie & 


one fe, coneks xs AS. 














7 . ’ : TAS be 
THE GOR 


DAVID BROV 


COMPANIES 


An alliance of engineering specialists in 
gearing, steel and bronze castings, 
automobiles, and agricultural 
tractors and machinery 


DAVID BROWN & SONS (HUDDERSFIELD) LTD. 
THE DAVID BROWN POUNDRIES COMPANY 
DAVID BROWN TRACTORS (ENGINEERING) LTD. ¢ 
THE DAVID BROWN TOOL COMPANY 
DAVID BROWN TRACTORS (HIRE) LTD. 
DAVID BROWN GEARS (LONDON) LTD. 
THE COVENTRY GEAR COMPANY 
DAVID BROWN MACHINE TOOLS LTD. 
THE KEIGHLEY GEAR COMPANY 
DAVID BROWN+JACKSON LTD, 
LAGONDA LTD, ASTON MARTIN LTD. 
HARRISON, MOGREGOR & GUEST LTD. 
DAVID BROWN & SONS 5.4. (PTY.) LTD. 
DAVID BROWN PRECISION RQUIPMENT (PTY 
DAVID BROWN (CANADA) LTD. 
Associated Companics 
DAVID BROWN (AUSTRALASIA) PTY. LTD. 
DAVID BROWN TRACTORS 5.4. (PTY.) LTD. 
Sole selling agent in the U.K. 
THE DAVID BROWN CORPORATION (SALES) LTD. 
Mead Office: 96/97 Piccadilly, London, Ws 
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RAISE YOUR PIMM’S TO 


Yule K. Loggworthy 





Y.K.L. is the man who puts “art’’ into his parties. After a wild youth 
spent in devising such fiendish games as musical red-hot pokers, bobbing 
for cactus and postman’s shock, which made his parties go with astonish- 
ing alacrity, he came under the mellowing influence of Pimm’s. Now, 
Loggworthy understands about the finer things of life. His parties are 
famous for good conversation, good cheer and—to cup the lot 
Pimm’s No, 1. 


Mix your Pimm’s with fizzy lemonade. Add a slice of lemon and a sprig ' 


of borage. Or cucumber rind. One bottle makes many pints of Cup 


MS & 
°. 


THE MOST HEAVENLY DRINK ON EARTH 


LUXURY cleric 
SHAVING 


All that you expect in the highest 
grade electric shaver, but priced with- 
out extravagance. Real luxury shaving 
with a luxury instrument—in fact, the 
perfect gift to give or receive. A master- 
piece of Swiss precision engineering 
with surgical steel shaving head, self- 
sharpening cutters, streamlined shape, 
balanced weight. 

























For A.C. mains. No radio or T.V. interference 


See & end try it at your Chemist's, Elec 
trical Dealer, Hairdresser or Store. if any 
difficulty, write:—Pifco ted, 20 Pifco 

Monchester 4. Makers of the 
PIFCO MASSAGER, HAIRDRYER, INFRA 
RED and SUN-LAMPS. 


PIFCO -only 81% 


| | 2 


Mii Ty 
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I’ve never worn anything 
so comfortable.... 


I’m rot an easy man to please. But from the moment I put on 

one of these shirts with ‘Ardil’*, I knew I'd found the answer. A shirt that gives 
superb comfort winter and summer because it’s lightweight, 

absorbent and warm. A really soft, smooth shirt that never irritates my skin. 


And not expensive, either. So you see I’m converted. 


Nowadays when I buy a sports shirt, the first thing I look for is the ‘Ardil’ labe} 


& ‘Ardil’ is the man-made protein flbre 
—-soft as cashmere, smooth as sili 
warm and absorbent as wool 
(It's moth-resistant, too.) 


is warm, absorbent and Blended with other fibres, it gives clothe 
the unmistakable touch of luxury 


completely non-irritant / at prices you can afford. 


IMPERIAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES LTD 








YOUR PASSPORT 


for a delicious tour of 
France—in Britain! 


Without even leaving the table, you can have much of the joy of a 
tour through France, land of sunshine and good living! Get your 
wine merchant's advice. He'// tell you that wine really means France, 
and France means a whole series of glorious wines —a choice for 
every taste and every mood. Every pocket, too: prices range from 
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“Hostellerie” Cognac 


France's finest liqueur brandy, in a 
superb gilt-decorated gift pack— 
with two fine glasses included free... 
here indeed is a truly original and 
heart-warming gift! 


Available through your wine 
merchant, complete 
with glasses, at only 50’. 


Presentation gift boxes of 
Prunier B & 8 Cognac, in- 
cluding two free glasses, 
also excellent value at 


44/- 





JAS. PRUNIER &CO.LTD. 
60 FENCHURCH STREET, LONDON, E.C.3., 


ry 








about 6/6 a bottle. Here's a brief reminder: 


ALSACE 
On the Prench side of the Rhine, Al- 
sace produces many white wines of 
distinction, The dry Riesling, the ro- 
bust Traminer, the elegant pale-green 
Syivaner, the full, medium Muscat 
—all are crisp and clean, fresh and 


28 aes BORDEAUX 
The pure and fragrant red Bordeaux 
(Claret to us) include Médoc, St. 
Emilion, Pomerol, and many others. 
Of the excellent white wines, Graves 
is on the dry side, Sauternes richer 
and sweeter. From honest ordinaires 
to superb chdteau wines, Bordeaux 
offer fine value at every price. 
BURGUNDY 
Rich and full-bodied, the red Bur- 
gundies——-Beaune, Nuits, Macon, 
Beaujolais, and many others —are 
perfect with roasts and grills, White 
Burgundies include fresh, dry Chab- 
lis and Pouilly Fuissé, golden Mon- 
trachet and Meursault. 
CHAMPAGNE 
The wine districts of Epernay, 


ling wine of sparkling gaiety! 
Champagne is the perfect drink for 
any festive occasion, and can be en- 
joyed from hors-d'ceuvre to dessert. 


LANGUEDOC/PROVENCE, 
ROUSSILLON & ALGERIA 
The sun-baked south of France, 
between Atlanticand Mediterranean, 
produces delicious wines — red, 
white and rosé —famous locally but 
less known abroad. These wines, and 
those of Algeria, are modestly priced 

and excellent value. 


RHONE 


Much the best-known of the Cdtes 
du Rhone wines is the glorious 
Chateauneuf du Pape from near 
Avignon. But there are many other 
favourites-—such as Hermitage, 
Céte-Rdétie, and Tavel rosé. 


TOURAINE/ANJOU 


From the valleys of the Loire and 
the Cher come the fresh and ever- 
refreshing Rosé d’Anjou; delicate 
Vouvray, both still and 


rHe NEW ( allondiaur 


Regd) 


@ Combines calendar, diary and 
desk pad 


@ Finely bound in Antique finish 
leather, Morocco. Luxan Hide 
or Pigskin 

@ ideal as an individual gift or 


® Lower portion of pages for 
daily notes, tear off to show 


secrated to the produc- 
tion of a French miracle 
—Champagne, spark- 


sparkling; fruity Sau- 
mur; and Muscadet with 
its distinctive fragrance. 


Rheims and Ay are con- : | 


next date 


@ Upper portion retaned for 


permanent notes 


to match Leathersmith desk 
sets. Gilt gift boxed 

@ Prices from 21/- to 31/6 
according to binding 


@ Leal size 4 « 6} 


Ca 


@ At all stores and stationers 


Welcome to the glorious 


WINES OF FRANCE 


ISSUED BY THE FRENCH NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR WINE PUBLICITY, IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH THE WINE & SPIRIT ASSOCIATION OF GREAT BRITAIN 


T } & 1 SMITH LTD. 12 HANOVER SQ. LONDON, WI LEG 1144 (3 lines) 


Craftsmen in fine leathers for over 100 years 
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The iron and steel which 
United Steel send to tractor and 
implement manufacturers help 
to increase food produc tion 
here at home and abroad 
Agricultural machinery is but 
one of the wide and expanding 
outlets for iron and steel. To 
meet the needs of such markets 
United Stee! make a wide 
range of products than any 
other British producer and so 
can give any customer a 
comprehensive service in almost 


all the steels he uses, 


. 


} 


8 IM T E D 








Christmas fg more 
fam with WINE ! 





Aj 


s 


i 


Wine costs so little- adds so much! 


MORE FUN for host and hostess—and for guests, too, Wine makes 
4 magical success of every party. And it’s so inexpensive ! 

With a meal—especially Christmas dinner—wine sets the scene 
\4 for the truest enjoyment of good food and good company. And 
when friends just drop in, what warmer welcome than a glass of wine? 

Christmas is a /ot more fun with wine. And it can make the rest 
of the year more like Christmas ! 


NO MYSTERY 


It's easy to get wine you'll enjoy 
just ask your wine merchant. Here 
are just a few hints: 


Table wines can be quite inexpen- 
sive and a bottle easily serves four 
people. With fish and white meat, 
white wine, served cold. With 
roasts, grills and game, red wine, 
at room temperature. Champagne 
goes with everything. 

Sherry is the perfect appetizer, 


generally drunk before meals. But 
it's delicious at any time for infor- 





2 


mal or formal euenalnitg A wide 
choice—very dry to rich brown. 


Port—vintage, tawny or ruby—is 
a wonderful drink to round off a 
good meal : perfect for toasts. Like 
sherry, it keeps after opening, so 
you can always offer your friends 
a glass. 

For *'A Short Guide to Wine,” 
ask your wine merchant, or The 
Friends of Wine, Dept. 77, 1 
Vintners’ Place, Upper Thames St., 
London, B.C.4. (City 5377). 
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TO MAKE [If 
QUITE CLEAR! 


The gift of a R.E.A.L. Plinth 
Light will introduce your 
friends to a new conception 
of televiewing ... restful and 
far less exacting to the eyes, 
without interfering with the 
brightness of the picture on 
the screen. It wiil, too, add a 
delightful form of decoration 
to any room, and provide 
economical subdued lighting 
for halls, corridors and stair- 
ways — for it requires only 
a |5-watt lamp. 





THE REAL. PLINTH LIGHT 
Pat. No. 659,876 
These beautiful Plinths are finished in 
o choice of Pastel Cream, Gilt Lustre, 
Eggshell Block, Pastel Blue or Pastel 
Rose enamels. Each Plinth is supplied 
with shockproof porcelain lampholder, 
heavy pressed glass diffusing plate and 
three yords of flexible cord. 


ee 


THE 
4 


REALL. 


PLINTH LIGHT 


f STILL AT 
) PRE-BUDGET Pat.N 
PRICES 


= 


issued by Rowlands Electrical Accessories Led., R.E.A.L. Works, BIRMINGHAM 18, ENGLAND 





The R.E.AL The R.E.AL re. 
STANDARD PLINTH JUNIOR PLINTH 
ti} in. diam. at base 6) in. diam. at base (’  , A 
34/9 Tax Paid 28/- Tax Paid ; 


MOST GOOD ELECTRICAL AND RADIO a 


STORES CAN SUPPLY 


















a 


Eleanor Parker and Glenn Ford, co-starring in 


M.G.M.'« ‘INTERRUPTED MELODY ° (in CinemaScope and colour) 


Star quality... 


REGENCY 
REAM 
SHERRY 


by Cyiamts off St James's 


B. GRANT & CO LTD 





21 BURY ST ST. JAMES'S swi 
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Whatever shape your pipe— 
FILL IT WITH 


MEDIUM NAVY CUT TOBACCO 
It’s good! It’s sure to be—it’s made by Wills, 


4/6}d. an ounce; 2 oz. airtight tin 9/1d. 


Also supplied in Full Strength. 

















Lots of books have been written about 
banking. Its development has been accurate! 
plotted right through the past and 
present, and projected well into the 
future. All very laudable and necessary 
We sometimes feel, however, that more space 
should be found in such books for a 
review of the more human side of its 
activities, After all, the friendly 
relations between our customers and ourselves 
matter a great deal. You can't of cours: 
put such things on the balance sheet. But 
you can begin to sense them when you go | 
for a talk with one of our managers 























Everyone with a 


—= | National 
Provincial 


cheque book gets service 








NATIONAL PROVINCIAL BANK LIMITED 





CcT46C 





Wafer thin 


but marvels of accuracy 


This 9-carat solid gold 
dress-watch has matching 
golden dial figures, anda 
gold strap-buckle. Its slim, 
streamlined elegance con- 
tains a full-size, jewelled 
Rolex movement of high 
precision. Shock- 


THESE ROLEX WATCHES look magnificent 
with evening dress or a dark formal suit. But they 
are as accurate and reliable as they are hand- 
some. Unlike many thin dress-watches, each has 
a full-size precision movement of normal thick- 
ness. They are cased in sclid 9-carat gold, de- 
signed and hand-finished by Genevan craftsmen. 
See them at your Rolex jeweller or write for 
illustrated catalogue. 


THE ROLEX WATCH COMPANY LIMITED (Founder and Chairman, H. Wilsdorf), 


Traditional good looké 
expressed in 9-carat gold, 
with golden raised dial 
figures and a gold strap- 
buckle. Centre seconds- 
hand, and a fully-jewelled 
Rolex movement that is 
shock-re sisting 


ROLEX 


A landmark in the history of 
Time measurement 


I GREEN STREET, MAYFAIR, LONDON, W.I 





Passenger services Via Cape or Via Panama Canal 
by First Class only or Tourist Class only vessels 


The Tourist-Class “SOUTHERN CROSS” makes 
Four Round-the-World Voyages a year 


SY Sc U3 


lia LCWER REGENT ST, LONDON, 5 wt 
Telephone: Wiilcehall 1485 


o apply t you sca! Travel Agent 

















Presents tae 
CWOWAY Stretcln 


© says jute can’t make news’? Look at this: it’s 

revolutionary. Hessian (that's jute) sewn on the 
bias to form a tube with a two-way stretch. Now when 
manufacturers want to package things like carpets, 
linoleum, blankets, they draw the tube straight on to 
the product, cut it to the required length, and tie both 
ends, The hessian clings to whatever's inside it. And 
packaging becomes that much quicker, neater, more 
efficient and cheaper. 

And jute doesn’t only wrap things up. It ties them 
up (it's twine and cord and rope). It backs them up (look 
at the back of your carpets and lino). It lines shoes and 
stiffens the shoulders of suits. And of course it makes 
the vital, unsung sack. 

Wonderful stuff, jute! We'd be lost without it. 


JUTE 


Inpysrries “Td 


e8<e8e388888 


~ Makers of bags and sacks; twine 
cords and ropes, jute carpets and furn 


ishing fabrics ; yarn for carpets, cloth for 





backing linoleum, for tarpauling, roofing 


felt, darmp courses and plasterers’ scrim 






cotton belting, webbing and ca 
There may be an application of jute to your busines: 
Why not write to us:— 


JUTE INDUSTRIES LTD 
MEADOW PLACE BUILDINGS . DUNDEE 

















i 
CREME DE CACAO j 
* The Gorgeous Flavour ~ 





i of the Tropics nage’ 4 the A VELVETY 
| ! ‘ 
| ALEXANDER COCKTAIL © #2 RICH FRUIT 
4 1/3 Creme Cacao, PARADISE 1 
* 1/3 dry Gin, 1/3 Apry Brizard, it LIQUEUR 
: 1/3 fresh cream. 2/3 Dry Gin. u 
4 ‘el 
; POPES ETO ORO NENT iP F 
f j 
» ' ! 
> ' ' 
, ; 
. ! 
. j 
: =| 4 SS ' 
, Sy = 
' WITH WATER : 


You feel thirsty after good exercise. 
Pour two fingers of Anisette or 
Creme de Menthe Brizard in a large 
glass and fill up to the top with iced 
water. This isa really refreshing drink. 





=, ae. 
FRAPPEE 
The weather outside is 
warm and you want to 
cool yourself together 
with your friends? Put 
twoice-blocksina brandy 
glass and pour Anisette 
or Creme de Menthe until 
you cover them up. You 
will see how pleasant 

and comforting it is. 





CREME 
DE MENTHE 





—Seecneeeceaneeeceacae = © = 
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The House of 


MARIE BRIZARD 


this year 
celebrate their 


200TH ANNIVERSARY 


for after-dinner 
enjoyment and 
the basis of 
long drinks 
and cocktails 
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One of four hydr -cooled generators 
supplying the CEA grid in Lancashire, this grant 
has an output af 75,000 AVA. It was 
built by Metropolitan-Vickers — and AF] 

















A transistor like this — the smallest kind of valve 
may be used in a deaf-aid, or in equipment 

that controls whole industrial plants. They are made 
by British Thomson-Houston and Akl 


LARGE AZ smal 


Electrical equipment may weigh hundreds of tons or but 
a fraction of an ounce. This turbo-alternator is part of 
an installation which covers an acre of ground, the tiny 
transistor barely a thumbnail. Both are made by A.E.1. 
companies, Associated Electrical Industries is a practical 
partnership of great firms collaborating in research and 
economy of manufacture. 


An investment in AE] is an investment in al! these companies 
The British Lancia “ataeessee Co, Lad 
Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co. | td 

& 
Birlee Led. 


& 
Coldrator Lad. 





The Edison Swan Electric Co. Lid 





Ferguson Pailin Ltd 
Newton Victor Led 
& 
The Hotpoint Electric Appliance Co. Lid 
& 


Premicr Electric Heaters Utd 





Sunvic Controls Led 
Siemens Brothers & Co. Lid 


& 
Australian Electrical Industries Pry. Lid 
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IMPORTANT NEW SERVICE 
FOR TRAVELLERS ABROAD 


The BEA Car Hire Plan 


The BEA Car Hire Plan is a tremendous boon for 
busy people. You touch down in your BEA airliner. 
You pick up your car at the airport, town terminal 
or hotel. You drive away — or a chauffeur does it 
for you. Everything’s as smooth as clockwork. Arrange 
your car hire when you book your BEA ticket. No 
deposit needed. Up to £35 payable in U.K. Important 
point: you’re fully insured against damage. For 
details, get the BEA Car Hire Plan folder at your 
Travel Agents or at BEA, Dorland Hall, 14 20 Regent 
Street, London, S.W.1. Gerrard 9833. 


fly BEA 


on the BEA Car Hire Plan 





BRITISH BUROPBAN AIRWAYS 











» asa 


— 
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** 7 bought a pair in 1920 | 


and they are still in very good condition as for wear and 
appearance. They have certainly given me real service for 


golf and Canadian country walking.” 








LOTUS Veldtschoen 


The only all-leather shoe 
srarrono GUARANTEED WATERPROOF 








Tus vehicle is powered by a Gardner 8 cylinder oi! engine 
and develops 150 B.H.P. at 1700 r.p.m. It is fitted with a 12” frame with front 
extension incorporating bumper bar and towing eye, also with two independent 
tipping bodies, 9 cubic yard struck capacity side tipping body and one 8 cubic 
yard struck capacity end tipping body, and with overseas all metal cab. It 
has a large capacity radiator and oil cooler, double drive rear bogie with twin 


steering axles, and fitted with 12 speed epicyclic gearbox. ‘The vehicle is also 


A FPeden FOG tu 
double tipper, recent 
ly shipped to the order 
of Mesars Kluithath 
Kxpress, Holland 





| equipped with a 50 gallon capacity fue) tank 











carrying anything anywhere 


LEADS 
THE WAY 





By Appowntment 
Motor Tractor 
Manufacturers 
to the late 
King George vi 





FODENS LIMITED - SANOBACH . CHESHIRE 




















{ 
t 
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Elaborately ornamented dirk 
worn by officers of the 
Cameron Highlanders, 
the famous Scots Regiment, 
on full dress occasions. 


The stones are cairngorms 


SCOTCH 


A PROPRIET 


Tradition largely governs the refinements of 
ceremonial Highland costume. Tradition, 
too, plays a major role in the blending of 
GILBEY'S SPEY ROYAL Whisky—a pro- 
prietary Scotch of great character that has 
built up an enviable reputation throughout 


the world 


WHISKY 





A Man who is awake 


N° MATTER WHERE YOU SLEEP, in the air at 25,000 


feet, or in the no less luxurious comfort of your 

own bed, YOU WILL SLEEP BETTER IN *CLYDELLA’ PYJAMAS. 
Physically at peace, you are conscious only of... 
superb ‘Clydella’... Then you awake to a beautiful 


morning 


to Quality sleeps in ‘Clydella’ 


Bam nothing to equal 


ol You ma) 

|| choose * Clydella’ 
eC a || Pyjamas either in 

| 


the most attractive 
IF wis ~ ton WE REPLACE 
stripes or in plain 


E colours. Their price 
a 


=e, MADE BY THE MAKERS OF ‘VIVELLA’ . 
is 59/6 a pair 
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Direct services to all Winter Sports centres 
in Switzerland, France and Austria. 
Noticeably reduced terms for parties of 10 or more. 


Services and fares from principal Travel Agencies or the Continental 


gee rrr ran, 
a 
WHAT THE *** FORETELL... 
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~w) ? are brave; 

eee. 8 You ‘ 

ty and resourceful .: 
) J "ty Re 
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a 
dinner you can’t avoid, or for 


the guest with clenched tecth, 
Courvoisier to the rescue! Three 
Star for the long drink; V.8.O.P 
the liqueur that is always right 
And 
will keep your 
head above 


When you read“. . . I supported 
his (her) head while Derck 
forced some Brandy between the 
clenched teeth .. .” you may be 
sure that Derek knows nothing 
about Brandy. But nothing 
Because absolutely no one ever 
has to be forced to drink the 
Cognac Brandy of Courvoisier 
Of course, it might be said that 
when Courvoiser quality costs so 
little then noblesse oblige. 
Remember, then, for the 


you, too, 


water 





COURVOISIER 


COGNAC 


The Brandy of Napoleon 


kkk ot V.8S.0.P. 











Yes, Mr. Z was independent because he belonged 


to the British United Provident Association 
When his wife fell ill he secured immediate treat 
The whole bill 
for X-rays, operation and the cost of her private 
room was £192,3.0, B.U.P.A. met practically th 


whole of these expenses 


ment for her ma priv ate ward 


The British United Provident Association is non 
profit-making and gives you and your depend 
ants the security of knowing that you can avoid 
the anxiety of waiting, and afford the cost of 
private beds, nursing homes, surgeons’ and othe: 
specialists’ fees. There are members of B.U.P.A 
in all walks of life all over Britain, enrolled 
either as individuals or through Staff Group 
Schemes, — If you are under 65 years of age and 
would like full details send the coupon below. 


r —— 
BRITISH UNITED PROVIDENT ASSOCIATION 
The Rt. Hen. Viscount Nuffield, CBE. PAS 

Provident House, 24/27 Feoen Street 
Please send me full Individual Staff Group particulars (+ 


’ President 


NAME 


B 
U 
p 


IDDKESS 


Enquiry Office, VICTORIA STATION, LONDON, S.W.! or BRITISH ! 
RAILWAYS TRAVEL CENTRE, LOWER REGENT STREET, s.w.i | 

















.. It's a pleasure to find 


something really well made nowadays, 


Solid steady job. Beautiful surface— 
Approird by 

the Counc of 
dutustrial Deva 


CONSTRUCTORS 


TRADE Wan 


and i like that streamlined edge."’ 


a good name for craftsmanship in 
STEEL EQUIPMENT FOR OFFICE & FACTORY 


Send today for descriptive brochure No P/740 


Constructors Group, Tyburn Road, Birmingham 24. Tel: ER Dington 1616 
London Office : 8 Park Lane, W.1. Tel: MAY fair gor4 


And at Manchester, Leeds, Bournemouth and Leicester 








"Lhe Bost of the Bunch 


MACKENZIES 


YN = 
For over owe hundred years Mackenzie's have 
heen shipping the finest Sherry and Port 
“Fino Perla” Sherry, on ideal aperitif, 
delights the eye with its glorious goldea 
hue and charms the palate with its 
subtle, 
“Regal” Tawny Port is a wine 
of character renowned 


for ite mellow, 























pleasing flavour 









heartening 


quality. 





Fino Perla Sherry — Regal Tierser Port 
MACKENZIE & CO. LTD. 


20, EASTCHEAP, LONDON, E.C.3. JEREZ & OPORTO 
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finest shaving instruments 


in the world 4, 





ROLLS RAZOR the One-Biade Safety 


The world’s most famous razor—for the soap-and-water .v 
enthusiast. 
case, gives perfect shaving for years and years without constant 
blade buying. Price 54/114. complete or in Leather Pouch Set Py”. 
with extra blade 82/6d. (Prices inc. Tax and apply in. U.K only.) 


r 
Its hollow-ground blade, honed and stropped in its if 
G 





New ROLLS VICEROY “ AC -FOUR” 


Aptly called “The world’s best buy in electric shavers,” its 
advanced features include micro-matched multi cutters for 
extra speed-with-comfort, giving the smoothest shaves ever; 
dual voltage range (100/130 and 200/250v. A.C.); no T.V. or 
radio interference; simple “on-off” and voltage selection 
switches. Complete in attractive travelling case, only £7. 1. 9. 
*¥-Ten” model at £10, 4.2, Other models from £5. 9. 9. 


Deferred Terms on all Rolls Viceroys from most dealers throughout the U.K. 
Shave wet, shave dry— quality and perfect design give you the best shave 


of all! Superbly finished and precision-made these shaving instruments are 
everywhere known and respected as the finest in the world. 


ROLLS RAZOR 


Masters in the Ait of Shaving 


Please write for iMustraced leaflers to Dept. 0.17, 
ROLLS RAZOR LTD., Head Office, Works and Service, Cricklewood, N.W.2 
Showroom: 193, Regent St., London, W.!. (Callers only.) 
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Whatever his age now Austin Reeds have a gift for making 
him believe in Father Christmas all over again. At any 
Austin Reed shop you'll find presents for him to put on his 
hands, his head, his feet . . . presents for wearing about town 
or about the house . . . presents for carrying in his pocket, 
over his arm or under his arm. We've even a present for him 
to hang up the presents you've given him to put on. And if 
you can’t make up your mind what to choose from this 


v 
AM 


A N D 


fifty years ago 


bewildering array we've Gift Vouchers from 5/- to £5. 
We pack and pay postage on presents to any place in the 
United Kingdom. No trouble at all . . . it’s just a part of the 
Austin Reed Service. Happy Christmas to you, too! 
Austin Reeds have a gift for this sort of thing. Send for the 
Christmas Gift Book— it’s full of ideas for presents from 
2/6 to £10. There's a free copy waiting for you at:— 
Mail Order Dept., 103-113, Regent Street, London, W.1. 


STIN REED 
Y Regent Steet 


» @sePr &A & 
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Draughts which whistle through old-fashioned 
boarded floors can ruin a queenly aspect as 
surely as a frosty night snuffs out a late rose. 
But so frosty a fate no longer agitates the ankles of 
milady—~she rests poised and pretty, protected by 
a solid floor covered with Marley Tiles. 
No chilly blasts can penetrate the colourful, 
contemporary surface of such a floor. It is 
impervious to decay and dry rot, is stainproof and 
very casy to keep clean. It is quite a simple 
matter to select a different, colourful pattern 
for every room in the house. 
If you want comfort this winter, the time 


to see about your Marley Floor is Now. 








Building or buying a new house ? 
Then insist on solid ground floors covered with 
Marley Tiles, They will save you money, and 
ensure lifelong freedom from dry rot, woodworm 
and underfloor draughts. Write for booklet FF.1, 


M AR LE Y The Marley Tile Co. Ltd., Sevenoaks, Kent. Sevenoaks <<2<< 





London Showrooms at Alfred Goslett & Co, Lid., 127-131 Charing Cross Road, W.C.2. Tel: Gerrard 7890 
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COMPANY MEETING 


EASTWOODS 


Record Earnings 
MR. GEORGE MILLER’S REVIEW 


The 35th Annual General Meeting of Eastwoods Limited was held on November 17 
m London. 

Mr. G, W. A, Miller, #.c.1.s. (Chairman and Managing Director), in the course of his 
speech, said: Ladies and Gentlemen, during the year ended Jist March, 1955, the demand 
for Eastwoods products was well sustained and we are able for the eleventh year in succession 
to report record turnover and outputs of cement and bricks and all the other building 
materials manufactured by the Group. Our plens for expansion of manufacturing capacity 
were further advanced and £850,000 was expended on capital extensions. 

The Trading Profit of the Group was £956,000, and the net profit of Eastwoods after 
allowing for increased Depreciation was £319,000, which shows an advance of £117,000, 
The transfer to General Reserve has been doubled at £100,000 and the balance of £262,000 
carried forward shows an increase of £62,000. 


ISSUE OF ORDINARY STOCK, 

Throughout the past year the Directors have been seriously concerned with regard to 
re-financing Eastwoods and after the most careful consideration we have decided on a 
further issue of Ordinary stock to existing holders in the proportion of one new Ordinary 
Share of €1 in respect of every £3 Ordinary Stock held. ‘The issue price has been fixed 
at 40s. per £1 Ordinary Share representing a rights bonus at the market price on 10th 
November of 3s. per share already held. ‘The amount of the new money being raised 
will be £1 million (less the cost of issue) which will be used to repay Bank overdrafts and 
to finance various development schemes already in progress. 

Trading results for the present year have so far been fully maintained and given reasonably 
normal conditions it is expected that the profits before taxation for the year to March, 
1956, should be at least equal to those of the previous year. If this forecast is realised 
the Board intends to recommend for the year ended March, 1956, that the dividend be 
maintained at the rate of 174% on the increased Ordinary capital 

Production costs increased during the year and are still increasing, the biggest individual 
item being 18°, on the coal bill with immediate repercussions all down the production line 
Endeavour has been made to absorb some part of these charges by expansion of output and 
increased efficiency and every effort will be made to stabilise selling prices despite the heavy 
pressure of external infl Jencies over which we have no control 

By reason of the increased ‘Bank rate and Credit Squeeze, building trends have been 
away frorn housing and more into industrial building and this movement can be expected 
to be accelerated. ‘he number of factories under construction is still growing and probably 
does not yct fully reflect the rise in approvals for new industrial schemes 
FUTURE PROSPECTS 

The “ reduction” 





term in the rate of housing relates to the exceptionally high 


Lt Meso l ED 


The recently constructed third hiln at Eastwood: Cement Works, Harrington (Cambe.) 


1 to December 
10.000 will he 
195) About 


nd the slum clearance 


figures of a year ago and the number of completions forecast for 
1955, is still well in excess of 300,000 and it is cotimeted the 
built in 1956, both of which are higher than anything ache 
a million houses are due to be demolished for rex 
programme which showld more than make up for any 
such. Furthermore, programmes for hospitals, 
already announced are to be maintained intact and the 
ahead with the roads developments already approved 

Our most pressing planning problem refers to future brick-cart eserves of the 
Stock Brick Industry which I reported last year were then | ion with the 
Ministry of Housing. It is most regrettable that after severe 
delay the Industry is still urging an early settlement of the ence 
remained unresolved for so long. Our post-war expansion pol) nt 
was directed very largely at the express wish of successive Minister 
Works, and now that we have spent over £1 million in producing the goods we ar 
fully justified in expecting better support than we ere getting 

‘The report and accounts were unanimously adopted; and the proposed inere 
capital from £2,000,000 to £2,500,000 by the creation « 
of £1 each was approved 
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100 shocks a day for 5O years 








isk your 


In one of CY MA's lactories a for 


CY MA watch has been tested with as many as 
two million blows—equal to 100 falls daily 
from table to floor for 50 years—and yet the 
movement remained completely undamaged, 
its delicate balance staff protected by the 
efficient, flexible CY MAflex Anti-Shock 
device 

This is just one of the features which 

makes CY MA one of 

the world's 

finest watches 


jeweller the 
Cyma Catalogue 


Prices from 
14 gns. to £60 


From Geoed Everywhere 


E> NJ LY Cyma watches have the Cymaflex 
Anti-Shock, but every CYM Av te 


Jewellers 





imMProrRTev GOUAY AND :o LONDON 


* 


Edinburgh, rich in architecture and 
the natural beauty of is setting, has 
been called the modern Athens. It has 
also many distinctive arts and craft 
amongst which is the making of “Glayva 
a disunguished Scotch Liqueur which ha 
made many friends far beyond its border 
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RONALD MORRISON &COATD. EDINBURGH 
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THE NEW 


23 19055 


New high performance specification and new 


ROVE R power-braking for the go. Greater comfort 
in all three models :—the 60, 75 and go. 


PROGRAMME 


THE NINETY 


HIGH PERFORMANCE By increasing the compression ratio, the acceleration has 
become still more vivid. An optional overdrive ensures a higher maximum speed, 
exceptionally fast and silent cruising at low engine speeds and a useful saving in 
petrol consumption. Top gear flexibility, so valuable when driving in waffic, is 


unaflected. 


EXTRA SAFETY ‘Vo match this livelier performance, a mew Servo-assisted braking system is 
introduced. This ensures impressive light-pressure stopping from high speeds 


and maximum safety under modern road conditions. 
THE SIXTY, SEVENTY-FIVE AND NINETY 


EXTRA COMFORT Rover cars have a fine reputation for driver and passenger comfort. 
There is now a choice of two styles in the front seating—a bench type seat or, as 
an optional extra, two individual seats independently adjustable. The deep 
hide upholstery is pleated to retain its shape and the rear arm rests have been 


redesigned for greater comfort. 


Pricgs including purchase tax, 00": £1261, 7. @ 78°: £1474, 17. 0; ‘90's £1418, 17, 0. (overdrive optional extra) 


THE ROVER COMPANY LIMITED SOLIHULL BIRMINGHAM also DEVONSHIRE HOUSE . LONDON 


CVS- 306 
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HE biggest uranium strike in New 

Zealand was made, says a dispatch 

from Wellington, by two partners 
aged seyenty and seventy-seven. It 
seems rather ironic to be able to add to 
world stocks of fissile material when you 
are really too old to enjoy it. 


Acorn, Oak 

Anyone who feels inclined to laugh 
at the new German Army, which 
gathered in a barracks garage a hundred 
strong, had only its front row in 


uniform, and received its letters of 
appointment from a platform decorated 
with an iron cross in cut-out cardboard, 
should do so while there’s still time. 


Lost Pounds 

WEIGHED in silver, the 
Buganda turned the scale at ten stones, 
eight pounds. He is said to have 
blamed the poor take on his recent 
exile in a country of innumerable 
journalist-dieticians, 


Kabaka of 


Tanganyika Story 

Reports of last week's Livingstone 
celebrations were of the greatest interest 
to the many people only dimly aware of 
who Victoria Falls was, and how it 
happened that the great explorer lived 
for a time in the well-known racehorse, 


the Daily Mail headline “In the Steps 
of the World's Greatest Reporter,” 
which seemed at first to suggest a con- 
fession of second place to the Daily 
Express, but proved to be all about the 
historic assignment of Stanley, and his 


Y 


Cm <0 i 8 
CHARIVARI 
version of “I’m from the New York 


Herald” which has passed into history 
as “Dr. Livingstone, | presume.” 


Heights of Geneva 

‘THERE'S a mountaineer’s old maxim 
Of justly earned renown 

It’s not the climb that whacks him, 
But the strain of coming down; 


Achievement of the Summit 
Can breed a brief ‘content, 

But, brother, can you plummet 
When you start on the descent! 


Watch Me Take Off Backwards 
DENYING, in an interview with Time, 
that any Czechoslovakian technicians 
were assisting Egypt to master her new 
war equipment, Colonel Nasser said 


proudly “My men have been able to 
assemble some airplanes using only the 
handbooks.”” Egyptian pilots, recog- 
nizing the difficulty of translations 
from Czech into Arabic, are hoping for 
correct constructions. 


No One You Know 

THousanps of hearts leapt expect- 
antly.at the recent headline “'T'V Couple 
Bound and Gagged.”” Disappointingly, 
it turned out that the pair were just a 
couple of viewers. 


Sitting Target 

Now that the war books are producing 
soldier, sailor and airman heroes by the 
capful it is easy to forget that courage is 
shown in civilian life as well. Consider 
the case of Mr. Harry Randall, who is 
to stand for the Gateshead West 
by-election under the cruel handicap of 
having been an M.P. before: it takes a 
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brave man to tell the voters what he will 
do when he gets in, knowing that they 
can tell him what he did got 
in last time. 


vhen he 


And Here's Another 
WITH travel agency counters groaning 


as never before under the weight of 


brochures, and the papers and hoardings 


clamorous with enticements to romantic 


places, the bemused layman with a 


winter holiday in view turns 
gladly to the expert where to 
asks The 


Observer. “1 have read through a dozen 


sports 
Now 
d' Hare ourt m 


vor” Pierre 
gor ere 


or more pamphlets, and here are a few 
suggestions 


Someone on the Balcony 

EVENTS move smartly nowadays, even 
in South American latitude Citizens 
of Buenos Aires had barely 


got accus 


tomed to loyal shoutings of General 
Lonardi’s name 
Perén’s when they 
ought to be shouting General 


instead of General 
they 


Aram 


One or two older people are 


found that 


buru’s. 


CWE WHOEVER 
MANAGES TO Do sO 


finding it hard to keep up, and 
decided that in future 
they will simply shout General! 


General!” 


demonstrations 


Iron Curtain in a Velvet Drape 
MANY people are trying to hit on 
some sort of political formula which will 
reconcile in their own minds the 
present genial sociability of the Russian 
with signs that the behind the 
handshake is the sarnc ays Was 
Perhaps next Mi: 
Khrushchev will provide a neat bit of 


man 
as he ai 


years visit by 


The prices quoted in the Porker Pen full coloured page in this issue ore pre Autumn budget, and are subject w increased Purchase Tox 





symbolism, when the gold plate comes 
out and the flags wave in the Mall for a 
guest who arrives in a “ new jet airliner” 
which is based on a Soviet bomber that 
has “a three thousand mile range, and 
could easily reach London, anywhere in 
North Europe, Africa or Turkey.” 


Any Previous Experience? 

In order to cope with “the con- 
tinuing political, economic and social 
tensions in the world” a committee 
headed by Field-Marshal Sir Claude 
Auchinleck has proposed the formation, 
fifteen thousand strong, of a British 
Foreign Legion, Plans for recruitment 
are not complete, but it is expected that 
many members of the French Foreign 
Legion will be joining the British 
Foreiyn Legion to forget the French 
Foreign Legion. 


Your Antenna’s Crooked 

Women, an observant journalist 
points out, seem to feel no enthusiasm 
at all for space travel. Obviously they 
can’t see themselves in those hats, 


Wider Still and Wider 

Gop save the gracious kings 

This High Court judgment brings 
Fresh to our scene. 

Long may their majesties 

Know what a benefice 

A British passport is 
And keep it clean. 





Wate 
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“Anyway, Antarctica's a pleasant 
change from outer space...” 
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SIXTY-FIVE 


AY an old boy say a word or 

M two about that queer racket 

the Welfare State, with special 
reference to National Insurance? 

I have recently reached the magical, 
tragical age of 65. At the age of 65, it 
is true, Sir Winston Churchill 
became Prime Minister for the 
first time. But in the eyes of the 
State, it seems, the age of 65 is 
the beginning of the end. At 
60 the most brilliant ambas- 
sadors, just beginning to know 
something about the job, are 
compelled to retire. At 65, 

Dr. Dalton thought, all the 

“Shadow” Ministers ought to retire. 
At 65 I received—glorious day!—my 
post-war credits: for the kindly State 
supposes that the tottering old chap 
will need them now—and so he did. 
Many months ago a courteous National 
Insurance officer wrote to remind me 
that 65 was looming, and what did I 
want to do about my Retirement 


Pension? Evidently the end was near. 
I then began to examine the details 
of the Welfare Racket. At 65, I gather, 


being a “Late-Age Entrant,” I can, if 
I choose, renounce my “Retirement 
Pension,” stop contributing, and get 
some of my money back (about one- 
third?), But if I choose to stand by the 
dear old State and go on contributing, 
do I get my Retirement Pension now, 
at the age of 65, the official terminus? 
Oh, no! Being a “Late-Age Entrant,” 
I must wait till I have contributed for 
10 years—that is, till I am 68. (By the 
way, for five years, during the last war, 
I contributed madly through the Navy, 
and my messmates used to describe 
these payments as the “Old Age 
Pension.” But, as far as I am con- 
cerned, they do not count. Five years’ 
money has just gone down the Welfare 
Drain.) 

Now, what happens when I am 68? 
1 shall then get my Retirement 
Thingummy—abeout {2 Os. Od. a week 
—But I must do no work. For every 
shilling I earn over 40s. one shilling will 
be deducted from my Retirement 
Thingummy. At the age of 70, though, 
if still extant, I may draw it in full 
however hard I work. 

But will it be “in full”? On this 
point I am far from clear, for all my 
loving study of numerous leaflets. I can 


§90 


now, it seems, stop contributing if I like, 

but if I do my pension will be less. 

For “optimum” pension at 70 there 

must be maximum contributions from 

65 to 70. But if I keep up these by 

even medium toil my pension will be 

reduced or cancelled from 68 

to 70. If I have got this wrong 

my profound apologies to all. 

One thing, one rather sur- 

prising thing, is clear. Though 

I may keep on contributing at 

the same rate, I shall not 

qualify for the same benefits. 

After 65 the old wreck can draw 

neither Sickness nor Unem- 

ployment Benefit, though now, you 

might have thought, is just when he may 

need them. From 65 to 68 he gets no 

retirement pension either, even if he can 

do no work: and from 68 to 70 it is cut 
to pieces if he can. 

What does it all mean, fellow- 
veterans? It seems clear that at 65 you 
become a pretty bad life, in the State’s 
wise eyes. You are old enough to get 
your post-war credits back. You are 
too old (if a Late-Age Emtrant) to be 
allowed Sickness or Unemployment 
Benefit. But you are not old enough, by 
five years, to get an unconditional 
Retirement Thingummy at the top rate. 
And to get that, though ex hypothesi 
you have one foot in the:grave and are 
now unemployable, you are expected to 
contribute as much as a healthy young 
man. They say that we suffer thus 
because we are Late-Age Entrants. 
But we never asked to come into the 
racket. We were forced into it. Now, 
it is true, they say “You can get out if 
you like.”” No, thank you, dear old State. 
You've had too much of our money— 
and we've never had a penny back. You 
can’t throw us off like a worn-out glove. 
We shall stay in—and be a nuisance. 

Moreover, we worn-out old gloves 
have to pay the same rate of income-tax 
as healthy youth. We tramp the tread- 
mill to the grave. If the age of 65 has 
all that magic I suggest a simple 
amendment to the law, that after 65 no 
earned-income tax be payable at all. 

Never mind—I am looking forward 
to my Death Grant. The “standard 
death grant” is £10-—‘subject to the 
conditions in leaflet N.I. 49.” But, 
alas, I can’t find leaflet N.1. 49. I bet 
there's a catch in it. A. P. H. 
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Over-All Outlook te 


ulcer-soothing optimism and a 
mood of quiet confidence suitable 

to the onset of the Festive Season? 
Certainly there is, though with fog 
reducing our view of this very, very 
tricky course to half a furlong, it’s hard 
to get an absolutely clear picture of 
what's happening, though they're all 
looking most tremendously keen as they 
come into the Northern Tier, and I can 
see a bishop well up there with the 
leaders, and Cudlipp’s challenging now, 
coming very fast from behind, and it 
looks as though Postmaster-General 
Hill, who was reported to have taken 


ig there every good reason for cool, 


“Our first wedding anniversary 


refuge on a gunboat in the Thames, may 
have the Air Force on his side after all, 
in which case a whole lot’s going to 
depend on what attitude is going to be 
taken by the Army after its long and 
cordial talks with Secretary of State 
Dulles. 

The Army of course—or perhaps one 
ought to say the Left Wing of the Army, 
which has its main strength in the South 
and North, where the Democratic 
Tertiaries showed a marked swing both 
ways—apparently wanted to implement 
the policies of ex-President Getulio 
Perén, while at the same time carrying 
out a purge in the interests of 





and you have to give me something useful.” 
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CLAUD COCKBURN 


democracy, throwing support to Colonel 
Nasser (the other Colonel Nasser, of 
course), and insisting on immediate 
dissolution of Conservador Butler’s 
junta, said to be meeting on a cruiser on 
the Hamble ready to act if the Faure 
Government fails to weather the storm, 
which can result either in Enosis, 
capital punishment, or an entirely new 
attitude to company profits, possibly 
ending in the virtual elimination of 
Bao Dai. 

Looks very much like a photo-finish 
to me, and while we’re waiting for 
popular Sir “Bob” Fraser to make up 
his mind—Herbert Morrison fell half a 
furlong out and Victor Gollancz is 
charging the organizers with cruelty 
we'll go over now and have a long 
cordial talk with Secretary of State 
Dulles, who will give a reading from the 
twenty-second chapter of Four Years in 
@ Deadlock. 

Also, it says here in this weekly 
magazine which has done so much to 
help us to an understanding of the 
American Scene as intending partici- 
pants in the Presidential Elections take 
up position, the thing to do is keep 
a close watch on Averell Harriman 
because he will not be “an active 
candidate” for the Democratic Nomin- 
ation, thus, obviously, making him the 
most important candidate. 

“Oregon’s Democratic State Chair- 
man Howard Morgan exploded: ‘ Harri- 
man and Tammany money will be routed 
circuitously to Kefauver to finance 
bitter primary fights with Stevenson in 
the hope of hurting both. Harriman 
will keep aloof from these contests and 
the Eastern bosses will try to sweep up 
the pieces and hand them to Harriman 
at the Convention.’” 

This statement having been denied 
after long and cordial talks between 
Mr. Harriman and Tammany Hall, 
early Christmas shoppers can await the 
outcome in a mood of quiet confidence, 
knowing full well that another World 
War, in which civilization as we know 
it would very likely take refuge on a 
gunboat in the Sudan, where the Labour 
Party organization is to be drastically 
overhauled to avert wildcat oil strikes 
and the real incidence of purchase tax, 
could end only in a lack of that mutual 
understanding without which cordial 
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talks between management and em- 
ployees can hardly hope to postpone 
much longer the introduction of 
sponsored programmes. 

Which was not what he had in 
mind. 

Or look at it this way: cither the 
efforts being made by the Government 
to stop the rot will succeed or they will 
fail. Should they succeed, there is 
nothing whatever to worry about, and 
that greasy Greek millionaire who said 
that thing about the pound sterling— 
little knowing that his jovial vis-d-vis 
was a fully paid-up member of the 
dreaded Narks’ Volunteer Department 
and reported every word to the junta 
which rules Printing House Square and 
the heart-land of Whitehall with a rod 
of iron, however velvet the glove may 
appear to superficial observers spending 
only a week or two in the country—will 
get what's coming to him. 

Or else the whole picture, at first sight 
so clear and simple, is a bit of a mess-up 
—the artist was the first to admit that 
hanging his economic situation upside 
down made no difference to its basic 
viewer-appeal—in which case there's 
still nothing whatever to worry about 
because it'll give us a real excuse to 
pull that grand old spirit of Dunkirk 
out of the mothballs and Take It. 

It will, according to our Correspond- 
ent, reporting after long and cordial 
talks with Alfried Krupp, Gallup, and 
no fewer than two of our Oldest Allies, 
who so far have won every battle except 
the last, make very little difference to 
the outcome of the elections in Vietnam, 
which will probably have to be post- 
poned, unless, as many observers expect, 
President Eisenhower decides to say 
Yes, No, or Perhaps. 

With only so-and-so-many shopping 
days to go, many “‘chic-minded” folk 
are saying “This year it’s gunboats,”’ 
which can now be had in the big, 
economy size, which takes the whole 
family and affords a splendid view of 
Eden, Attlee, and many others too 
numerous for individual mention who 
are only waiting for the Army to declare 
itself before marching on Soho and 
the Ouija Board uranium deposits. 

Keep your mind off Cyprus: it did 
not exist until a certain type of sen- 
sational newspaper found it necessary 
to invent it. The same is true of Smog 
and that man diving through the ice on 
the Serpentine. 








Oasis Overdraft 


Ma'aruf inquired, *‘Canst thou transport that which is in this hoard to the surface of the 


earth?” ; 
and leave naught.” 
HE Sheik Ma’aruf inherited 
Some sort of title to a land 
Where gaunt men grazed thei 
ribby flocks 
On ranges of volcanic rocks 
And lonely leagues of sterile sand. 
Another smaller local sheik 
Disputed his possession here 
And forced him to defend his rights 
By inconclusive annual fights 
But no one else came near. 


Ma’aruf was very fierce and free 
As fitted with the life he led 
But though his soul was large and 
fine 
The marginal subsistence line 
Was well above his head. 
Distress was native to his life 
As naevi are, and just because 
The things he had were very few 
He lived with his desire and knew 
Exactly what it was. 


The men who found beneath the rock 
The oil they came so far to seck 
Though not renowned for 

squeamishness 

Could not with safety pay him less 

Than twenty thousand pounds a week. 
Ma’aruf accepted it with grace 

And did not try to understand. 

Being at heart a pious man 

He thanked them briefly and began 
To spend it out of hand. 
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and the Yinni replied, * Yes; Nothing were easier.” 
Burton's Arabian Nights 


The powers 


Said Ma'aruf, ‘Bring it forth 


He bought and ate enormous meals 
And had a pre-fab palace mack 
And filled with scents and precious 
stones 
And cloth of gold and gramophones 
And girls of every shape and shade 
He bought fantastic trifles such 
As sherbet-suckers sect with pearls 
And everything was smooth to view 
And costly and completely new 
Including all the girls 
marched and counter 
marched 
And loyalties were bought and sold 
The leaders of the Arab League 
Indulged in orgies of intrigue 
Which left Ma’aruf completely cold 
Men weary of the world's affairs 
Flew over fleet-infested scas 
And found the ruler of the land 
With rings on either rugged hand 
And girls on both his knecs 


Money unearned is doubly gained 
And will not do beyond the day 
He is not worth what he has found 
Who leaves his 
ground 
Or tries to salt the stuff away 
Money unspent is grace denied 
And hangs upon the soul like guilt 
The man who keeps it if he can 
Is sadder than the simpler man 
Who spends it to the hilt 
P. M. Hussarp 


treasur¢ in the 





Medicine Marches On By 


a ORTISONE is not, I admit, 
{ a specific therapeutic agent,” 
declared the earnest young 
man in thick spectacles. “ Though I’m 
sure you'll concede that it certainly 
approximates the function when ex- 
hibited as replacement therapy in 
Addison’s disease and hypopituitarism. 
Now turn your mind for a moment to 
the collagen diseases. Even though the 
dose must sometimes be so abnormally 
high that increased potassium excretion 
of the kidney must be appropriately 
countered, you will agree that remis- 
sions may be obtained in such diverse 
conditions as interstitial keratitis, ex- 
foliative dermatitis, pemphigus, and 
Stevens-Johnson syndrome.”’ 

Overhearing this as | paid my annual 
visit to the London Medical Exhibition 
last week, I found the speaker lecturing 
a grey-haired man in a crumpled tweed 
suit, who was staring at him with the 
polite blankness of a tourist being 
directed by a policeman in a foreign 
language. The old man was a G.P. 
from Clapham taking the afternoon off 
to find a new cough mixture to thin out 
his winter surgery queues; the young 
one was a salesman for one of the drug 
manufacturers, 

That was the spirit of the Exhibition, 
which is a stylish presentation of 
therapeutic thunderbolts and appears at 
first sight to be a cross between the 
Daily Mail's \deal Homes and Madame 
‘Tussaud’s Chamber of Horrors. Every- 
where new discoveries competed with 
traditional remedies to persuade the 
doctor to dip into his pocket-—not for 
his note-case but for his much more 
profitable National Health prescription 
pad. Antiseptics are still losing ground 
to antibiotics, and one corner neatly 
demonstrated the ancient and the 
modern attitude to sleep: on one side 
placid girls in white aprons distributed 
hot cups of a milk mixture probably 
consumed at bed-time by half the 
population, while, opposite, energetic 
young men gave away tablets of a 
barbiturate probably consumed by the 
other half. The balance was destroyed 
only by an unfortunate sign on the 
neighbouring stand saying in large red 
letters “ Enuresis.” 

I doubt whether this Exhibition will 
reap much profit for the organizers, as 


one-third of the visitors seemed to be 
medical students and one-third full- 
time medical officers, all glad of a chance 
legitimately to absent themselves from 
their jobs. The other third were retired 
doctors looking for free samples. These 
were as abundant as at any exhibition, 
even though most of them were official 
poisons and had to be signed for. 
Within a few minutes of arrival 1 had 
collected packets of corn-plaster and 
sticking-plaster (which I wanted), the 
latest treatment for dandruff and 
threadworms (which I didn’t), suffi- 
cient nasal inhalers to last the winter, 
and a ticket for a free infra-red bath. 
Only the manufacturers of the baby- 
food swallowed by every infant in the 
country were disappointing: I had 
hoped for a tin of their best mixture— 
which can be made into excellent 
whipped cream—but found that they 
advertise smugly only through a table to 
calculate the date of confinement. 

I had to push my way to a counter 
where they gave away hot bowls of 
meat extract, from where I was borne 
by the current of visitors to stands 
distributing diabetic chocolates, low- 
calorie biscuits, lemon-barley water, 
invalid chicken extract, sugarless 
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marmalade, and high-protein sand- 
wiches. It was possible to get through 
a substantial meal at the Exhibition, 
and if you felt sick afterwards there 
were five stands competing with pre- 
parations to banish nausca. 

Drugs become attractive when pills 
are coated so sweetly, but most interest 
clearly lay in the instruments section. 
Doctors, like motorists and professional 
golfers, have a fondness for the toys of 
their trade. There was a painicss 
syringe fired like a gun, which I recom- 
mend to the attention of Miss Agatha 
Christie, and a machine which sprayed a 
patient with plastic dressing like a car 
with cellulose. Both the Crocodile and 
the Volsellum type of forceps are happily 
still in vogue—one is useful for recover- 
ing lost toothpaste tops and the like from 
the wash-basin wastepipe, and the other 
for extracting broken corks from wine 
bottles. The anwsthetic machines, like 
the cars at the motor show, were the 
same as last year’s in different colours. 

Expectedly, the traditional instru- 
ments which have been fumbled through 
the hands of generations of students were 
being ousted by incomprehensible new 
ones. I saw only a few stethoscopes, 
hanging in a corner like a string of 
unsaleable onions in the back of a 
greengrocer’s, but I was invited to test 
instead the new portable four-channe! 
electrocardiograph and the latest count- 
rate meter. “The impulses generated 
in the counter tube pass after amplifica- 
tion to a pulse-shaper, which feeds a 
diode-pump circuit,” explained the 
salesman. “Here a capacitator is 
charged by the pulses, and the average 
voltage is measurable.” Really? 
How?” I asked. “By a vacuum tube 
voltmeter, naturally,” he replied. He 
added the courtesy heard equally from 
makers of surgical corsets and makers 
of surgical geiger counters—‘“As of 
course you know, doctor.” 

This is only one face of future 
medicine. The other is the increasing 
number of stands filled each year with 
card indexes, filing cabinets, ledgers, 
desks, stamping machines, wastepaper 
baskets, and such-like. I'd say it was 
a toss-up whether exhibitions to come 
look more like an international con- 
ference on atomic energy or a recruiting 
campaign for the Civil Service. 
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The Stars Look 


LL the top notes in Show 
Business these days are telling 
the story of their lives, of the 

wonderful folk they worked with, of the 
mixture of luck and determination in 
their beginnings, of what “resting” is 
like when it is done in mid-Caribbean, 
of dvess-rehearsals that last twenty 
hours and first nighta that end in boos 
or im triumph. Include me im, 


suckers . , 

I was intended for an Egyptological 
taxidermist, in the family business; but 
by the time I was eleven I was more 
interested in putting on shows with the 
help of the mummies that had come to 
my father for renovation than in learning 





Up 


the mysteries of his craft. However, 
these dramatic activities came to an 
abrupt end when my father, investigat- 
ing a noise from the moon-lit work- 
room, opened the door on “Empty Bed 
Blues” rendered in the extreme treble 
by Princess Nefret and a trio of High 
Priests. 

I got my first break into the world of 
the theatre by finding myself next to 
that volcanic impresario Sidney Good- 
lich in a lift. I grabbed my courage in 
my grimy hands and told him I wanted 
to adapt London Assurance, humming 
him my provisional score as fast as I 
could; 1 could tell from his look that 


my time was limited. To get rid of me 
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he grunted that I could hang about at 
the theatre and pick up anything | 
could; he probably thought that a few 
hours of the hard, unromantic life of a 
real theatre would kill my ambitions for 
ever! I lived backstage with the flats, 
out front with the limes, box office with 
the change. I ate and drank and 
dreamed theatre. It was the first run of 
Kiss the Deck with its wonderful opening 
set, the giant doll towering up into the 
flies and the diaphanous petticoats 
raised in front making one huge tent of 
the stage. Can anyone who saw her ever 
forget Mildred St. Peck dressed as a 
Chevalier of the Légion d’Honneur and 
singing “Je suis en Amour avec Vous”? 
Or, indeed, Tony plangent 
melancholy as Lord Robert, with that 
great ox eye roaming unhappily about 
the scene as he sang: 


Lust’s 


Love is the end of it 
Count what you spend of it 


I was wondering whether I was ever 
going to get any further into the world 
of the theatre when my chance came by. 
Goodlich had bought a slice in an 
Austrian period comedy called, in the 
draft translation, Not Se, Metternich, 
and had handed it over to Toms and 
Bray, at that time the best rewrite tearm 
in show business. Loewy Mount, who 
had been signed up for the score, was 
getting impatient because they wer: 
always wanting him to reset his 
melodies, sometimes as Viennese 
waltzes, sometimes as Cossack laments 
and even once as hill-billies. 

Owing to some trouble with an in- 
junction, Goodlich had Lolly Cripp 
over from Three for Love and wanted 
some material for her acrobatic work. 
His writers did not seem able to gimmick 
up anything and so he told them to leave 
some gaps and threw the job to me. 
I took the opening and gave it all I 
had. I decided on dream sequences and 
got Billy Crabb, an old customer of my 
father’s, to do the lines. I had met Sim 
Brett at a party and presuming on this 
meagre asked him to 
knock up a lyric. For the 
plucked up my courage and begged 
Heimie Flezspar, a sort of cousin of the 
people next door, to help me out. He 
snorted grumpily but what he came 
through with was—“‘ Wakin’.” 


acquaintance 
music | 





Se ill, 


—. 
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No fakin’ an’ no mistakin’ 
It’s that heart o’ mine that’s breakin’ , 
Lady Lakin. 

For the next few years Goodlich 
wanted all the work I could let him have. 
He was a friendly, encouraging tyrant, 
though ruthless with such minor 
obstacles as space and time. It was 
after the start of the dress rehearsal 
that he called me in to give a fresh slant 
to Lady in The Barrel, Prent, Frayne 
and Loomb’s brilliantly original version 
of “ Uncle Remus.” I called up Montini 
in Paris for the words and music, Erst 
in Stockholm for the story line and 
Tiny Bretherington somewhere in the 
North Atlantic for the revised lighting. 
The show opened on time and it ran 
for over three years, the biggest money- 
maker I ever gave Goodlich. It is still 
remembered for the second Act duet: 

Trinken, trinken. 

I left Goodlich when Schwei offered 
me ten per cent of the gross, a seven- 
and-a-half per cent slice of the show 
and any cast I liked for carrying out an 
idea of his. He wanted to go back 
behind As You Like It to Lodge's 
“‘Rosalynde.” My writers brought the 
story forward to a 1910 setting. Who 
that ever saw Rosie Linden will ever 
forget Pet Arrieau in a brocaded swim- 
suit leaning on the rail of the destroyer 
and trilling 

A bird sings in my heart, lup-dup, 
lup-dup ? 

On the five hundredth night I was told 
that the Prime Minister was in the 
house. I had given some thought to 
what he might say to me and when he 
asked how we hoped to celebrate the 
thousandth night I was prepared with 
the reply that I hoped it would be by 
another visit from him. His laugh was 
warming. 

By the time I was twenty-five I felt 
entitled to leave the five shows I had 
on to themselves and I went off to a long, 
lazy holiday at the Pouissons’ villa at 
Juan. We bathed or not as we liked, 
played innumerable games of beach 
polo and ate enormous meals of 
delicious French and other food. It was 
certainly a long, lazy holiday. One 
afternoon I had a cable from Polly and 
Dexter Pratt-Mandeville asking me to 
devise a show to use a lot of scenery 
ordered under the mistaken impression 
a backer could be found for an all- 
coloured production of Cavalcade, | 
happened to have been reading The 
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‘ “Voie 


Sipe 


“Go easy on our plastic cucumber frames until the Service waste scare dies down 


Heart of the Matter and Bones of the 
River and roughed out a story far 
enough to get McAllister and Hock on 
the lyrics, I signed up Miss Hilda, the 
wonderful Belgian whistling star, and 
Hock knew a girl he thought might do 
for the soubrette part if she had some 
singing lessons and learned English. | 
always tried to have something unusual 
in my last Acts and this time I had a 
Shakespearian actor reciting a mono- 
logue written especially for the show by 
Tony Wurtheimar, the specialist in 
non-Shakespearian monologues. Who 
that ever saw her will forget Dawn 
Charm singing: 


Just for the love of a man 
Was it only in fun 
That we did what we done? 


I have now given the public over four 
hundred shows, involving thirty different 
managements, seventy-four producers 
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and directors and so many compose: 
and writers I cannot count them. My 
father has leng given up work, except 


as a hobby, and I am always ready to 
turn aside to enjoy my much-photo 


graphed under-water gardens and th 
outdoor air-conditioning that is som: 
thing of a pioneering venture of min 
Last night I sat on my patio listening to 
the nightingale and turning over old 


correspondence redolent of the theatre 

“All the best for To-night, Beth.’ Then 
from among many memorics comes 
back one that sums up the world of 
make-believe that has been to me the 
world of reality. Who that ever saw 
them will forget Oscar Plum and Dol! 

Map in the garden scene of The Brides in 
the Bath: 


Don't want to marry a wit 
Don't want to marry a brair 
Don't want to marry a whi 
Just say you love me again? 


ha Ww 








The Fool was a Lady By 


HILE the Iron Curtain was 
not rattling quite so much in 
the breeze I used to take out 


to dinner and the theatre a rather 
beautiful Soviet Russian friend of mine. 
She has blonde hair and steely blue eyes 
and she laughs like a Cossack sergeant, 
just as Garbo did in Ninotchka, It has 
been a change for her, I know, for life 
in London cag be dull for a Red 
Russian, when there are not enough 
guitars to go around and nobody seems 
to play Tchaikovsky any more. 

First we tried the nursery slopes of 
London entertainment, for | knew that 
if Rose Marie could run for ten years at 
Moscow's Park of Culture and Rest the 
American style of musical might tickle 
her taste. It did not. She was politely 
enthusiastic, but I could tell that her 
real interest lay in looking at the fashions 
in the audience, She might just as well 
have stayed at home with a glossy 
magazine, 

So I tried Shakespeare. It was a 
disaster. I could tell by the way she 
was sitting stiff upright beside me that 
she did not approve. At the second 
interval she could contain her thoughts 
no longer. 

“How dare they! 

“Dare what?” 

“ But it is all so frivolous, like a farce. 
And they are all so rowdy.” 

“Well, Much Ado About Nothing is 
a bit of a farce .. .”’ I said in a mild way. 
J] wanted no brawling. 


” she exclaimed. 


“But some of the things they are . . . 
are indecent.” 

“Shakespeare was a bit bawdy at 
times.” 

“I am sure he never wrote such lines. 
I was a teacher at Moscow University 
and I never heard such lines in Shake- 
speare. They are making a mock of 
him!” 

Secretly I comforted myself with the 
thought that she could not possibly 
understand half the bawdy. 

“Perhaps it was Chris Marlowe who 
slipped some of the smutty lines in,” I 
said soothingly. 

Of course it had by then dawned on 
me that the Russians, who revere 
Shakespeare almost as deeply as they 
do Ivan Grozny, only know our Will in 
a wash-and-brush-up version that would 
make old Bowdler purr. I am a 
stubborn man and I refused to be 
beaten, so I took her next to see 
Gielgud in King Lear. Nothing frivolous 
there, to be sure. 

It was that odd, Japanese-styled pro- 
duction in which everybody wore holes 
in their clothes to denote madness, 
poverty, guilt or some such lack. She 
thoroughly approved. A small touch of 
symbolism makes the whole world kin. 
But this did not last. 

Suddenly she whispered: “What is 
the Fool doing? No woman would 
behave like that!” 

The Fool was crouching behind « 
rock with his backside in the air. He 
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was expressing abject pity for his master 
on whom the blows rained so heavily, 
and I thought the attitude rather 
effective. 

“The Fool is a man, dear,” I said, 
feeling on safe ground. “He doesn't 
have to behave as a woman would.” 

“The Fool is a man?” Her eyes 
blazed with contempt. “You do not 
know your Shakespeare. The Fool is 
Cordelia. ‘They are one and the same 
person. Don’t you see?” 

“Well, to be honest with you, I have 
never thought of it that way.” Then I 
brightened, “Oh, I see what you mean. 
The same boy player in Shakespeare's 
day played both parts. Of course. Why 
the Fool and Cordelia never appear on 
the stage together. It could be done.” 
I -was delighted by my own cleverness. 
She was regarding me patiently. 

“The Fool and Cordelia are the same 
person,” she said, quite sternly. “It is 
obvious. They both represent the 
conscience of the poor old King. 
Both love him. Neither willingly 
deserts him. They do his bidding 
unquestioningly ... Of course the Fool 
is Cordelia returned from banishment 
in disguise.” 

“Yes, but look. Little Cordelia was 
banished and she went off with that 
nice chap the King of France, who toox 
her without any dowry and knowing 
how cross the old fool Lear was with 
her.” 

“She came back.” 

“Seems a bit hard on the 
bridegroom.” 

“What do husbands matter?” 

She had made a point there. 

I have reported these theatre interval 
conversations as faithfully as I can 
because I fee! it is important. A dis- 
tinguished British company of players, 
led by Paul Scofield and Miss Mary 
Ure, are presenting a version of Hamlet 
to the Russians in Moscow and Miss 
Ure has been singularly conscientious, 
for she has spent time visiting mental 
homes to build up her part as Ophelia. 

But let her beware. The Russians 
will have a theory about that lady too. 
And if Mr. Scofield, whose Hamlet I 
have seen at Stratford-on-Avon, thinks 
he’s going to get away with anything as 
simple-milk-and-water as that, there’s 
another think coming. 


poor 
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I Was a Shock-Absorber 


HERE he sits, in his photograph 

in my favourite daily paper, his 

eyes clear, his brows unfurrowed, 

a man at peace with the world, a man, 

in fact, who has never known what it is 

to be asked by a beautiful spy to inspect 

Pickled Gherkins in a basement flat in 
Winchmore Hill. 


Branch is Britain's 


“The Special 
Shock-Absorber,” shouts my favourite 
daily, and with, I suspect, a calculatedly 
typical British understatement points 
out that they “are rather keen on 
preventing any unauthorized person 
from learning the secrets of our defence 


is 


programme.” There was atime, in 1943, 
when it suddenly became part of my 
duty to be frightfully keen on just the 
same objective, so I read recently with 
redoubled interest this article about a 
man who unmasked subversive activities. 

“There are no revolvers lying on the 
desks in his department . . .” says a 
paragraph boldly sub-headed “No 
Revolvers” and that, at any rate, is 
something we had in common. (There 
was, however, a pike leaning in one 
corner of my office and a curious metal 
club constructed on a novel principle, 
the handle being heavier than the head: 
there I have the advantage over the 
man in this article.) Other things we 
evidently had in common: “Open the 
cupboards and you will find not a single 
cloak, not a single dagger. But there will 
be plenty of papers on those desks and 
the ‘phone will be ringing quite a 
lot...” My cupboard contained, in 


fact, some carefully concealed 
“montages” which I had constructed 
out of the passport likenesses of my 
brother and sister officers, taken from 
their old identity cards, and propaganda 
Action Photographs. In my favourite 
“montage” the Brigadier, a remote 
man whom we suspected of living a 
secret life, stood gloomily, his head with 
its pebble glasses ever so slightly too 
large for his newly-acquired body, the 
central figure of a group of dejected 
U-boat prisoners. My desk was covered 
with papers, but mine were marked 
“1.0. to deal” and bore such headings 
as “ATS, Incidence of Chilblains, Weekly 
Return,” and my ‘phone, too, was 
ringing quite a lot-—-usually to ask me 
why I hadn't dealt. 

To me, in this setting, which though 
I didn’t then realize it was so typical 
of the counter-espionage organization, 
there appeared one day a bespectacled 
Field Security sergeant. with the 
startling Intelligence that since his 
section were evacuating Winchmore 
Hill (“pulling-out” he called it) and 
since no replacements were available he 
had recommended to his superiors that 
I and my colleague should take over 
what seemed to have been his almost 
sole activity and keep our eyes directed 
towards the behaviour of the suspect 
Gretchen Higgins. 

Mrs. Higgins, the daughter of a 
former German Admiral named Hund- 
skadaver, occupied a strategic position 
in a basement flat beneath the 

599 


By 


TOM GIRTIN 


requisitioned billet where lodged ou: 
H.Q. cooks, drivers and clerks, ‘‘She i 
friendly with seamen of various national 
ities,”’ added the sergeant damningly 
I could have told him that she was by 
no means friendly—unless it was part 
of the devilish cunning that it was to be 
my task to match—with our H.Q. cooks, 
drivers and clerks, for almost daily he: 
guttural cries of protest about some new 
outrage—a tap left running had ruined 
her ceiling, the troops had been singing 
vulgar songs, Gunner Ingoldsby had 
been drunk again 
me to deal with. 

“Very well, sergeant ] 
suddenly, that I had a pair of horn 
rimmed glasses to toy with—-"'E1 
what is known of Mr. Higgins?’ 

“He is on work,” said the 
sergeant, departing smartly. This, then 
was the reason I found myself sipping 
tea one afternoon, in the boudoir of a 
notoriously alleged blonde secret agent 
For added security I had taken with me 
my A.1.0., an idealistic young publishes 

a precautionary measure for which | 
was to be thankful. When we had first 
arrived the small, rather dark basement 
room, with its apple-gr« en ceiling peeling 
slightly as the result of our troops above 
was surprisingly and unhealthily full 
There were four Danes gloomily dis 
cussing Freud; an elderly ex- Ambassador 
telling erotic stories to two young girls 
one a Rumanian the other an Indian 
and an American sailor who was trying 
to hold Mrs. Higgins’ hand. ‘lhe effect 


were passed on to 


wished 


night 


























of our clean, wholesome military 
appearance soon began to be felt, 
however, and one by one, with a sus- 
picious alacrity, the unsavoury company 
began to make rather specious excuses 
for their departure. At last we were 
alone. This was the moment we had 
been waiting for. With calculated cun- 
ning we began to steer the conversation 
round to subjects which though in- 
nocuous in themselves, hinted at the 
appalling Top-Seeret burdens of our 
daily task. 'To our amazement Gretchen 
Higgins allowed no flicker of interest to 
show in her demeanour. In fact there 
was clearly something else upon her 
mind, something in the burning chal- 
lenge of her sloe-black eyes that declared 
an interest over-riding that of Military 
Intelligence. “You must come into my 
kitchen,” she suddenly interrupted my 
remarks about Aircraft Recognition 
Signals, ‘to see my Piggled Gherkins.” 
We started towards the door, “My 
kitchen is so small-—there is room only 
for one of you at a time,” she warned us. 
I made a show of my authority over my 


assistant. “You have first look, 
Jefferey,” I ordered him. The idealistic 
young publisher blenched. He seemed, 
in spite of my extra pip, prepared to 
argue. “Lf am a married man,” I 
reminded him. 

Hardly had the door closed behind 
them than I was at Gretchen’s writing- 
desk, riffling through the mass of papers 
that covered it. ‘To my surprise the 
majority of these appeared to be notes 
taken on a Course in Agriculture at 
Reading University, and I was speculat- 
ing on the possibility of decoding them 
when a sickeningly familiar voice said 
startlingly “Well, young Tom, and 
what do you think you're up to?” 

It was only later that it occurred to 
me that the Brigadier must have let 
himself in with his own latch-key—at 
that moment I just stood there, blushing 
foolishly and feeling far from a cool, 
calculating master of counter-espionage. 
“I’ve been ringing the Int. Office all the 
afternoon,” said the Brigadier. ‘‘ What's 
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happened to that Return I asked for of 
Rabbit Clubs in Semi-Static Mixed 
Units?” 

I went to the kitchen door. “ Jefferey!” 
I called out. “We're wanted.” He 
emerged blinking and wiping something 
—Pickled Gherkins I suppose—from his 
lips. “‘Oh, hello sir!” he said, starting 
to salute and then, having no cap, 
thinking better of it. ‘Good grief!” 
exclaimed the Brigadier. “‘How many 
more of you? Shoo! Be off! Home!” 

Talking it over later in our office we 
reached a decision that I imagine would 
not commend itself to that man with 
the clear gaze and the unfurrowed 
brow of someone who has never found 
himself in such a position. 

We marked the file on Mrs. Higgins 
“Closed.” And somehow we thought 
it wiser to destroy the montage of 
the Brigadier: it seemed to us that 
if he ever discovered it he might 
read into it more than I had originally 


intended. 


Ballade of Peace Conferences 


NOTHER dash of vodka? Shall we say 
Results have been achieved or shall we not? 

Were all the blacks and whites a silvery grey 

When Mr. Kettle dined with Mr. Pot? 

The lake was cool, the Palace rather hot. 
A strong contingent of the F.B.I. 

Remarked that if their delegate were shot 
There'd be another Conference by and by. 


So far, so good. 


The heads have gone away. 


The luckless tails are left to sweat and swot 
At disentangling Deutschland, day by day, 

From eastern plot and western counter-plot, 

Or leave her like the famous wife of Lot 
In Sodium Chloride with reverted eye, 

Still wondering what is which and which is what. 
There'll be another Conference by and by. 


Proof that you'll use no dark bacterial spray, 
Hide bombs or push lead pennies through the slot, 
Involves for honest men immense delay 
With endless t's to cross and i’s to dot. 
The Press, of course, will talk the usual rot. 
Steel at the moment stands extremely high. 
Geneva is a most delightful spot. 
There'll be another Conference by and by. 


Prince, there's a monster that is best forgot. 
Its coils entangle earth and sea and sky. 

Who dares, who dares, to cut that Gordian knot? 
There'll be another Conference by and by. 
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SKIING INSTRUCTION 


Is this ski-run safe to attempt? 
These slopes are too steep. 

Kindly show me your papers 
certifying your gold medal and in- 
structor’s badge. 

Your certificate is not satisfactory. 
Where is the nearest precipice ” 
Please remove the ice-axe from 
my leg. 

| believe my leg/arm/neck is 
broken. 


Kindly direct me to the physio- 
therapy ward. 


| want to find an English doctor/the 
Aga Khan/Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 


Don't Forget Your 


“Little Pal’”’ 


Indispensable for winter sports fans, 
this compact, comprehensive com- 
panion comprises the following: 


Compass, barometer, tea-maker, tin- 
opener, theodolite, vacuum flask, atlas 
on frost-resisting paper, folding bath, 
waffle-iron, cow-bell, splints, bortle- 
opener, mourning band, short-wave 
radio, spare wrist thongs, cable railway 
time-tables, smoke and other signalling 
apparatus, German - French - Italian - 
Norwegian - Spanish- Yugoslav phrase 
book, folding chalet, alpenhorn, snow- 
proof record-player, medicine-chest, 
book of verse, loaf of bread, address. 
book, lawn-rake, tinted telescope and 
container slots for traveller's cheques 
foreign currency, driving licence, etc 


ir YOU PACK 
‘Little Pal’’ 


YOU'VE PACKED EVERYTHING 


An 
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If you want something better: 


Handpict 
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Advantage of 
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naire, On the basis 


Tour can be made 


group, avoiding all risk 


cial or intellectual ¢ 


; 


in company w her 


Kafka 


SPARI 


: ]. T. (Oxford) w 


"he was such a joy to spe 


TRAVE! 


Handpict 


and 


YOUR 


BL 


ul 


i th 


preston 


hese each 


IkS 


LY +> +> od oped eyed o> Pd der yp yp 


t 
A 
t 
a 
t 
t 
z 





K's aly a 


j 


st 


AUCHTERMURCHAN|! 


No matter how 


oun May 


always find it icy at the 


BEN LIVID 
HOTEL 


Auchtermurc! 


He He Gh HE Es Oe > 





ye 


c 


Puen oe en oe ee oe oe oe 


a 
ay 








LOAMSHIRE GUARDIAN & ADVERTISER 





AN UNIQUE HOLIDAY 


Mrs. F. Murker Enthralls Bowkle W.I. 


‘Snow in quantities difficult of realization by those not person- 
ally vouchsafed the spectacle’’ was referred to last Wednesday 
afternoon in the Tooglove Hall by Mrs. F. Murker, well-known 
Bowkle resident newly returned from a ‘‘Winter Sporting 
Holiday,’’ during an address received with much attention by 


Women’s Institute members. 

“The snow reached up to the bottom,” said the speaker, “of the moun- 
tains, up the sides, and I imagine over the top, though this was farther than a 
novice like myself cared to venture.” 
(Laughter.) 


; 


ALL. THE THRILL 
OF WINTER SPORTS 
without actually going ! 

HIRE the latest design of ski, 
ski-stick, vorlage, anorak by 


the day or half-day and im- 
press your friends. From 5s. 


AWKWARD 

Skis were awkward things to handle, 
continued Mrs. Murker, but were 
nevertheless indispensable to what was 
virtually a skiing holiday. Luckily a 
set of skis usually carried a set of ski- 
sticks with it, and these were a most 
useful support and had often saved her 
from a nasty fall. At Westendorf, 
the scene of this unusual vacation (a 
Tyrolean village described by the 
speaker as “typical”), a feature was 
the extremely blue sky, which showed 
up the whiteness of the snow to 
advantage. 


ENJOYED 

Passing a vote of thanks to Mrs. 
Murker, the president, Mrs. Tipple, 
said she was sure they had enjoyed it 
very much, and felt that after such a 
descriptive account they would hardly 
feel there was any need to go them- 
selves. For her part, she would have 


Many other convincing access- 
ories, including assorted labels, 
Davos, St. Moritz, Pontresina, 
Kitzbuhel (1s. 6d.) 


SAVE POUNDS & WEEKS AT 
SNOBALLS 


KNIGHTSBRIDGE, S.W. 


but no doubt that would make another 


PRADA DAD AL PD AR ADR AD ADR AD AAP Pee Pic Piac Pct ee ee ie ie nie 


up for a speaker. 


llth ta tht he heen heh nh nh nA A 


PASTAL 


for jumble. 








preferred to hear a little more about|#) 
women’s organizations in the Tyrol, |? 


talk sometime when they were hard} % 


The meeting closed with an appeal 
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COME TO 


AUSTRIA 


Our Selection of 


Required Reading 


IGE OM YOUR PISTE, by Rosemary Talon. All © 
you need to know about winter sports, from 
“4 ski wax to bone-setting. 1s. 6d 


©), WER EARS FELL OFF, by Michael Stuffe. A 

4 bubbling novel of a girl who thought Mirren 
se, was her oyster until one day, caught in a féhn 
* fem) without a zipfelmitze . but that would | 
OS: spoil it for you. 


"2" “The Climbing Parson”. 


among the highlands of Derbyshire. 12s. 6d. | 


ay by Hans Walser, German winter sportsgoers | = 
| will find this eerie tale as chilling as a fall 


» down the Zugspitze. 12s. 6d 


* BRANDY! BRANDY! by jack Tuckett. An 
entirely new history of the St. Bernard dog. § 


(2s. 6d. SeanehG 


SURVEYOR’S NOTEBOOK, by E. W. 


2 ye) Prittle. Ideal ‘plane reading for local govern. « ° 
<8 ose ment officials on their way to the snowbound |" 


e 
be Or 

ky Cairngorms. 
hg h 


eee 


2d 


advertisement 








Qs. 6d ears 


TOMBS OF THE PEAK DISTRICT, by 
Thrilis of history / 
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MEE Tae pie . 


(Master 's | Time Of 





skiing / | | | SOMETIMES t letters from 
readers who say that much of their 


& : : | enjoyment of winter sports is spoilt 

WHY NOT TAKE for them by the thought that they are 
YOUR PETS SKI- forced to leave their pets al home 
’ | instead of taking them to share the 

ING WITH YOU? ; coe 


exhilaration of the Alpine slopes 

. “No creature on earth,” one reader 
16 days’ glor’ous sport in the wrote to me this week, “could possibly 
Swiss mountains for domestic be more sporting than my six-year-old 
animals of all breeds. Labrador, Fred. It really goes against 
Write to:— my conscience to think of him pining 
’ at home with strangers, or vainly 
PETS’ TOURS, LTD. searching the rabbit-denuded fields, 
Berkeley Sq., W.!. while | am having such fun at Mirren 

or St. Moritz. Surely some 

arrangement should be pos- 


! 
| 
| 
| 











winter sporting could be made 3 


By Wecdeneld Del 


gone || No More Thin Times 


1 will not pretend that the cost of 
these parties is anything but consider 
able at present, but then it must be 
remembered that it is designed to 
include the six-months quarantine 
which your peis will have to undergo 
before they are allowed home In 
the circumstances, an all-in figure of 
£89 15s., for sixteen days, for a dog or 
cat does not seem tO me excessive 
The cost is slightly greater for horses 
and somewhat smaller for golden 
hamsters, grass-snakes and cage-birds 

Little additional expenditure will be 
needed, Rugs for horses, jackets for 

dogs, and those black cloth 
used for stopping birds fron 


home before setting out. On! 
those parties which includ 


sible whereby the delights of ees singing can all be obtained at 


available to animals.” 
I can well understand this 


a dilemma that few English- 


. 
°,s 
a 


performing dogs are likely to 
require skis or skate Per 


Winter sports | point of view, which expresses 
YY 2? forming bears are best ob 


NEED NOT BE EXPENSIVE! $ | fon can have escaped at one ® 


Here are some sample fares to J, 
weinter sports centres within easy a word, for humans to go off 
reach of your home. | and enjoy themselves in the 
| Certainty that it will mean a thin time 
HAMPSTEAD. = Single fare from | for their pets at home? 
Piccadilly -  - - 4 Fortunately, this dilemma has now 
WIMBLEDON been solved by a new agent who has 
COMMON -_ \s. 2d written to send me fi:!! particulars of 
he ‘sd his scheme for including domestic 
WEMBLEY ICEDROME |s. 44. $ | animals in winter sports partics. Some 
: | of his ideas are genuinely imaginative. 
Travel by luxurious red bus For example, specially incompetent 
or trae. guides are laid on to lose themselves 
Full particulars from >~ in even a so that } in 
" or Towser may have a good day's 
LONDON TRANSPORT sport digging them out, The cost of 
55 Broadway, 5.W.1 brandy and the hire of the neck-barre! 
| are included in the price of the tour 


Fe eee 
Bigs 


Aor a 
ea 


AND MASON 


tained locally 


time or another. Is it right, in harm Ns If the scheme proves success 


ful this season it is intended 
to extend it in future years 
Soon there will be no longer any excux 
for anyone to go abroad and leave pe 
pining at home, Of course, as Mi 
Butler has made no provision so far for 
travel allowances for animals, i! is po 
sible that winter sportists travelling 
with their pets may have to cut down 
their personal expenditure somewhat 
but if it means a little additional 
pleasure for the dumb animals | an 
sure that no Englishman, or English 
woman, worthy of the name will 


begrudge it 


(Piarre 0d’ Hercewert is having time off.) 


S prot is no longer a rich man’s sport; the cost is not he oS semen Y ; 
rohibitive. Several tours advertised give you five days ome VE NT’ 
pr siverised give you five days HEE VENEZ A 


in the exclusive French resorts for under £50. It is not 
advisable, however, to skimp on your equipment. A few 
good, well-made things are better than a host of cheap equip- 
ment, First of all you will need a good pair of boots (£10). 
Don’t hire these, they must fit. Then you will need a water 
proof ski suit (£20), ski socks (16/-), thinner undersocks for 
underneath (8/6), a thick sweater ({6), and a thinner sweater 
for underneath (£4), shirts (£3 each), dark glasses (lash out 
£4 for a pair of genuine bifocal antigiare lenses), rubber over- 
shoes ({2), gloves (£2), an earmuff (8/6), a water-bottle (£3), 
a rucksack (£5), new American skis ({42 without sticks) and a 
storm lantern (5). 





Ruddi Rutt, Austrian soft snow skiing champion, 
will be in the store dept. to make sure 
you are fully equi for your skiing holiday. 














Gasca : 
Sasser shy 


Mountain Tribute 
to Welwind 


Twelve years age Commandes 
Coe §-————- Jost his watch 
in an unpleasant accident on the 
St. Moritz skiing slopes. Twelve 
years later to the day, a guide was 
pasel by the foot of the slope 
and p Saber an object shining in 
the sun. It was the Cosmmander’s 
watch, keeping perfect time. The 
motion of the glacier had been 
sufficient to keep our patent self 
winding movement working 


The guide's original letter can be 
inspected at our Geneva affice 


WELWIND 


The Watch that sets 
a standard 


Besuchen Sie 


DIE SCHONE 


HARZGEBIRGE 


Holiday Notes 
by Travail 


For those who cannot afford to 
go abroad this year | have news 
of a novel way of spending a winter 
holiday: skiing in Scotland. There 
are several slopes within distance 
of the luxuriously appointed Glen 
Tartan Hotel which allow several 
minutes of almost uninterrupted 
skiing. ‘There are no ski-lifts at 
present, but arrangements can be 
made for a self-drive car to be 
available, on your eventual arrival, 
to take you to the top of the incline. 
The idea is made all the more 
adventurous and amusing by the 
various hazards, mostly in the 
nature of highland sheep, which 


graze on the picturesque hillsides. 


1 pick out one agency-—at 
random—who offer very unusual 
terms Polyathletic Tours, of 


Regent Street 
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I hear that the Duke 
of Kent, with some close 
personal friends, will be 
in Kitzbiihel again for the 
skiing this year. He will 
stay at a 10/- a night pen- 
sion belonging to Frau 


Grotter and will receive 


no special attention. ‘“We 


shall treat him as if he 


was very ordinary,” said 
Frau Grotter 





COME TO 
SCOTLAND! 


Published by the Scottish 
Touring Association in the 
interests of touring. 








“ Luxuriously appointed” 
The Press 


Gien Tartan hotel 
(Proprietor; MORRIS SALMON) 


UNINTERRUPTED VIEW OF THE 
SNOW 








SELF-DRIVE CARS 


For all your requirements 
consult the 


GRAMPIAN CAR CO. 


“ From 75s. per day.” 














POLYATHLETIC TOURS 
“ Very unusual” 
~—The Press 
For full particulars, write or ‘phone 
to 


POLYATHLETIC TOURS LTD. 
Regent Street, W.1 
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No Murders at Andermatt? 


CANNOT offhand recall a good 

murder set in Miirren or Grindel- 

wald. Poirot had some kind of a 
to-do at the top of a funicular, but that 
surely was in summertime. He does 
not come to mind as the central figure 
in a little knot of silent suspects on a 
curling rink. Wimsey must have been 
god-like on skis in his prime. He would 
wear black tights, for sufficient reasons, 





and must often have come leaping from 
the top of the Matterhorn into the arms 
of an indifferent Harriet, his widespread 
arms forming a dark cross against the 
dazzling snow. Or am I thinking of 
Father Brown? At any rate, Bunter 
skated surprisingly well; of that I am 
certain. Round and round the rink he 
would go to the strains of the “Blue 
Danube,” ingratiating himself with the 
plump housemaid from the Regina. 
The picture is clear enough, yet I cannot 
call to mind any actual story by Miss 
Dorothy Sayers with a St. Moritz 
background. 

I was thinking of Father Brown. 
There was a cloak in the middle of the 
snow, perhaps with a man inside it, 
and no footsteps coming or going. It 
really did resemble a giant bat against 
that dazzling sea of white—or, if not a 
bat, then some monstrous beetle, or a 
cross or a crescent or perhaps a cloak. 
But the point is that it was not in 
Switzerland. Father Brown was not out 
there for the winter sports at the time. 
He could have popped up, in his 
colourless way, as effectively as ever 
from one of the less important seats in 
a bobsleigh team and asked some 
staggeringly irrelevant question about 
the strangled Cresta winner. But 
Chesterton never, to the best of my 
recollection, cast him in that rdle. 
Holmes, as everyone knows, went to 
Switzerland; but not for the skiing. 
Which is odd when one remembers that 
Conan Doyle was among the sport's 
earliest pioneers. 


Of course, it must all have been done. 
Ski-tracks that stopped inexplicably 
half-way down the nursery slopes 
(“Look what a mess these damned 
Swiss police have made, running all 
over the place on their great flat luges’’) 
must have proved irresistible time and 
again to detective-story writers. It is 
simply that one hasn't read enough, or 
has forgotten. Agatha Christic, now I 
come to think of it, used skis in The 
Sittaford Mystery and had the tracks 
covered up by snow. Major Burnaby 
made a six-mile downhill-only run on 
hard snow in ten minutes and hit his 
old friend Captain ‘Trevelyan with a 
dark green baize tube about two inches 
in diameter at the end of it, But there 
again the setting is unsatisfactory. ‘The 
Sittaford to Exhampton stretch means 
nothing to Kandahar Club men, and 
Major Burnaby’s performance, in some 
ways unique, will never be recognized 
by the Ski Club of Great Britain. One 
gets the impression that Agatha Christie 
plumped for Dartmoor rather than, say, 
Klosters, on the rather flimsy ground 
that she had never done any archwxo- 
logical research in Switzerland. 

Readers, I have little doubt, will be 
able to put me right on these matters. 
Did Anthony Gethryn never put the 
official forces to shame with a neatly 
executed telemark? Ngaio Marsh, be- 
sotted with New Zealand and the stage, 





pretty certainly never sent Alleyn out to 
the Engadine, though he would have 
looked his best scraping human tissue, in 
his faun-like way, off a glacier and pack - 
ing it off to the public analyst in Basle. 
But what of Dr. Priestley and Reggie 
Fortune? What of Inspector French, 
for goodness’ sake, who always had a 
weakness for scenery and would be just 
the man to brood for hours (“Suddenly 
he, French, had an idea’’) over the time- 
table of the Lauterbrunnen-Scheidegg 
railway? 

Somewhere, somewhen, the murderer 
must have made his escape on a ski-lift, 
with the forces of law and order-—a 
605 





By 8, #. ELLIS 
Hitchcock touch this— hot on his heels 
two or three chairs behind. I cannot tell, 
so fallible and full of deceit is the human 
memory, whether I have actually seen 
such a climax in a film, or whether my 
stimulated imagination has this moment 
thrown it off as a free gift for some alert 
director. The point is not of great 
importance. What becomes increasingly 
obvious to me is that far too few, at any 
rate of the great masters of detectiv: 
fiction, have taken advantage of the rich 
opportunities for 
winter playgrounds afford 

This can scarcely be for lack of 
potential victims. You might search th 
world in vain (unless things have greatly 
changed since | last went out) for a 


sleuthing that the 


richer field of patent murderees than is 
to be found in the dining-room of any 


~ ~ 
= f > 
S Sn 
| ONS, 
jag ” 
5 C/ 


good Swiss hotel at Christmas tin 
“ Character" 
don’t maintain that the average winter 
sports visitor normally invites murder 
by repeatedly announcing that he is just 
about to alter his will or denounce hi 
secretary for. peculation. He (or she) 
simply sits there, eating veal and asking 
for death by reason of his conversation, 
his expression or, on occasion, hi 


victims, of course | 


unaided costume. Yet the most that 
happens is that he breaks an ankle and 
becomes at once, on account of an 
ostentatious hobble and th 
opportunitic s for sympathy, ten times 
more slaughterable than befor 

One lives, admittedly, a little in th 


endless 


past. Only those who have been out 
since the war can tell me whether th. 
old gang are still there. Is that family 
of five still going strong at Wengen? ‘The 
big, bluff father eternally talking abou! 
wax. The mother, so petite as to lv 

object of pity in the context, until 

turned her cold blue eye 
fired her icy broadside about bringing 


mm YOu al 


the boys out again in April for som 


i} 


gla ier-skiing. The boys! ‘I 





older now, the pair of them, and almost 
certainly in the Army, but still their aim, 
if Father has had his way, will be to 
become as big and bluff as he is. The 


daughter must surely, after all these 
years, have lost her pigtails and that 
jodhpur look? They were, I suppose, 
what one would call a “thoroughly nice 
family,” so why should one want to 
see them laid out in a circle at Slip- 
cartilage Corner, with Thorndyke busily 
measuring the soles of their boots? 
And that eager fat man, who was always 
coming up and saying “Well?’’; and 


the sisters, who were not very good, 
you know, but keen; and the two stern, 
dark men who never spoke but looked 
scornful and seemed at all times busy 
about their preparations for some 
desperate tour among the high peaks 
that never quite came off? Are they 
still there? What of the man in the 
great gauntlets, who wouldn’t be happy 
until he had done the Eigergletscher run 
six times between breakfast and tea? 


Or the old boy in plus fours, believed to 
be a skater, who was forever looking up 
at the Jungfrau and prognosticating 
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snow? He seemed harmless enough for 
the first week, but it became clear, 
before the fortnight was up, that a good 
blow on the back of the head with a 
curling stone would do him all the good 
in the world, 

If these are all still there, sipping 
their soup in the dining-room, surely 
the time is ripe for a little action. I don't 
ask much. All I want is to pick up a 
book and, idly flicking the pages, read 
that at a table in the corner, apparently 
alone, sat a little man with an egg-shaped 
head and unusually well-developed 
moustaches. He would, preferably, be 
taking an unobtrusive, a reluctantly 
professional, interest in the family of 


five. 


Winter Sports Crossword 


Across 


Too flat for skis, just right for cheese. (9) 


Downhill run from here. (5) 


To beginning winter sportsmen or solvers, a change 
of clothes or three letters is essential. (11) 
9. A novice on the easy slopes in an aura of glory? That 
calls for exclamation. (5) - 
10. Sure, reins get tangled where children are 
learning to ski, (9) 


Horrid twisted man, horrid sight whether in Kensington 
or Kandersteg. (4) 

As in avarice palms, so in sports skates, should be. (7) 

Goddess who puts sparkle into another, evil one. (7) 

Oh, to be a back-sliding emperor! (4) 

Jumps needed here, but not on skis. (5) 

Turning to summer sports for a change, a spell at 
cricket and a stretch on the river. (9) 

Sheer lunacy to ski here. (9) 

Far from abominable snowman, Old Nick. (5) 

Oh, where and oh where have our highland laddies 
gone? (11) 


about, 





Down 
They give one such sudden turns. (9) 
Yellow for curlers. (6) 
A garden tends to get in bad order at an airport. (6) 
These boost your oxygen supply on the heights. (8) 
Skaters’ sweet. (8) 
The hard way up. (5) 
Canning Town far west of London. (7) 
Winter sports are too cold for these trophies. (5) 
On the line to Lugano. (9) 
A sin of commission far east of the Engadine. (8) 
High-spot for winter sportsmen. (2,6) 
Snowcraft may cool him down. (7) 
Victims of 16 down have had theirs, might as well say 
good-bye. (5) 
Thin layer gives a smooth surface, but not for skiers, (6) 
Get a quick run here, but it’s not cricket. (6) 
Do Welsh mountaineers wear them instead of 
edelweiss? (5) 
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Solution next week 
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4 HE is one of the few women 
whom I feel I could not improve 
with a touch,” said Clara 

Middleton of Miss Dale. Rare com- 

pliment of woman to woman!—and 

paid, when all’s said and done, only in 
fiction. But it could have been paid, 
in fact, to cach and every one of the 

De Givenchy mannequins in the mid- 

night fashion show in aid of Queen 

Elizabeth's Training College for the 

Disabled. 

These were finished works of art, of 
their kind perfect; certainly not to be 
improved with a touch. Creatures apart, 
they paced the ballroom with the quick, 
purposeful steps of predatory pumas; 
up and down; across; up again and 
back, then disappearing into the interior 
beyond the lights. They were pale, 
with the transparent pallor of the 
romantic heroine in decline: brilliant, 
burning cyes, and but a few months to 
live, doomed to die when the spring 
collections bring out a more blooming 
manifestation of womanhood, more 
darling buds. Their oriental make-up 
was inspired by the translucence of rice 
china; a very different complexion from 
that of Clara Middleton, the “ dainty 
rogue in porcelain”—undoubtedly 
English porcelain. But dainty rogues 
were there in abundance at this dinner- 
dance at the Dorchester: selling pro- 
grammes and raffle tickets, tumbling 
round the tombola, healthy British 
débutantes reassuring us that over here, 
at any rate, the race will go on. 

A hundred dresses from Paris, and 
all the hats, the shoes, jewels, perfumes, 
furs, and frou-frou to go with them 
one imagines the aircraft which wafted 
this fabulous cargo to England as a 
modern Cleopatra’s barge, each manne- 
quin a contemporary Cleopatra, reclin- 
ing in her silken safety strap; each Cléo 
leaving behind some sorrowing Antoine, 
although not, one dare swear, destined 
to be queen of any British heart. 

Indeed, the men watching this fashion 
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floor-show had a look of blank bewilder- 


ment on their faces; there was no 
flutter amongst the decorations on their 
manly bosoms; hearts neither beat 
faster nor yet stood still. In shert, as a 
cabaret, it was not a suceés fou; not 
nearly as fou as the folies, the can-can or 
the could-could, Ne one, not even an 
Englishman, could call these De 
Givenchy models “les girls” ; nor could 
the usual sporting metaphors be applied. 
The compére wisely did not attempt the 
detailed French descriptions of cach 
model in the programme, but barked 
out peremptory English summaries in 
short military wuff-wuffs! Number one- 
five-three. Black coat. Lined with 
mink, Over that black dress. With the 
appropriate hat. 

The appropriate hat! Again and 
again this inappropriate description 
announced the appearance of ever more 
dream-like phantasmagoria. These 
space hats, barely seeming to ride the 
head, asymmetrical flying saucers, were 
an integral part of the vision, as were 
the shoes, the gloves, and the jewellery 
from the famous Sterle of the Avenue 
de l'Opéra. De Givenchy sees women 
clearly and secs them whole—from head 
to foot, himself designing the hats and 
shoes. And he belicves that we should 
see the woman in the dress. His “ fluid 
line’’ (suitably accompanied by liquid 
notes from the dance band) follows 
closely the line of the body without 
seeming to touch it; the body moves 
visibly within the dress, It was an 
almost insectile silhouette, the illusion 
furthered by long wrinkled gloves 
giving the arms a stick-like, praying 
mantis look. When a coat was cast to 
reveal the dress beneath, it was as the 
shedding of an outer skin. 

Not everyone’s clothes . . . but every 
original designer must himself create 
the taste by which he is to be appre- 
ciated. Hubert de Givenchy, a giant 
of 6ft. 6in., and only twenty-eight, 
has already become one of the great 
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couturiers of Paris because he 
creator of fashion, not an interpreter 
He designs for the abstract woman, not 
the concrete customer, 

The guests who watched the dress 
show—let us be accurate, the paying 
guests—put up a brave show of thei 
own: British maidenhood and matron 
hood, stalwart and handsome as ever 
British manhood, as always 
beyond compar This being an 
occasion graced by Royalty and Mr: 
Hartnell, there had been no agony of 
indecision between the ball gown and 
the short evening dress, betwee hye 
long evening glove and the coy minh 
bracelet, between the lightweight tiara 
and the simple chaplet of cultured 
pearls. It was essential to be, like M: 
Powlett, at once expensively and naked!) 
dressed. 


; 
beautiful 


The touch of fashion stood out 
wherever it appeared: the long corselet 
bodice, the severe neckline unfussed by 
fichu, folds, or flowers; the straight 
front to the skirt, with all the fullness 


looped to a demure bustle at the back 
But English massed ball-gowns alter 


little with the years: they have become, 
thanks largely to the influence of 
Norman Hartnell, a traditional class 
costume, Abundance of material 


richness of embroidery and embellish 
ment, they have their effect 
is not all. 
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LL Monday, a8 near as makes no 
difference, was taken up by 
Dr. Hit talking on the tele- 
phone, and on Tuesday Mr. Si. verMan 
started off by trying to stop us being 
hanged, When he asked leave to bring 
in a 10-minute rule bill for this purpose 
into the last Parliament he was opposed 
and im the division defeated. It had 
been generally expected that he would 
be opposed again and there was a good 
deal of gossip about how the vote would 
go-—whether, what between Evans and 
Mrs. Ellis and the Royal Commission 
and “the dark, noisome influence” of 
the Home Office, which according to 
Mr. SiLverRMAN “seduces every Home 
Secretary in turn,” there had been a 
substantial change of opinion in the 
House and the country. Nevertheless 
astute democratic politicians, so long 
as they can get their way by other 
means, never take votes unless they are 
certain to win them, Feeling that they 
could keep the bill from the Statute 
book anyway and could not be certain 
how a vote would go, the anti- 
abolitionists and the Government pre- 
ferred not to challenge one. 
Long-range bombardment is often 
the most effective. While Socialist 
snipers—Mr. Jenxins, Mrs. Wuire, 
Mr, Greenwoop and others—from the 
short range of the Opposition benches, 
kept up their random potting at the 
purchase-tax, Mr, Garrskei., address- 
ing the Co-operative Women in the 
Central Hall, Westminster, excited two 


thousand of them to such a pitch of 


unbridled indignation that the entire 
Monstrous decanted 
into the open determined to 
make its way to the Central Lobby to 
tell Mr. Lewis all about it. 


Regiment 
street, 


itself 
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But here was indeed a pretty problem. 
Undoubtedly Co-operative Women have 
a constitutional right to call on Mr. 
Lewis at the House of Commons and 
Mr. Lewis a constitutional right to 
receive them. But if so many ladies 
are anxious to call on Mr. Lewis that 
they cannot get into the place, what can 
the Sergeant-at-Arms or even so kindly 
a man as Sir Ruys Hopkin Morris, 
gentlest of all Deputy Chairmen, do 
about it? Build a new lobby to be called 
the Lewis Memorial Lobby to accom- 
modate Co-operative Women? As Vattel 
wrote, “Nul n’est tenu a 
Parliament can do any- 


so truly 
Vimpossible.’ 
thing, said the learned Judge, “except, 
alas, get a quart into a pint pot.” So it 


; 


was arranged that the sardines should 
get into the tin two by two. Mr. Lewis, 
a considerate Noah, would look at them 
and then each couple should get out 
again and make way for its successor. 
A good time was had by all, but whether 
they told something to Mr. Lewis ot 
he told something to them or who 
won, that, I fear, we shall never, never 
know, 

Meanwhile in the Chamber the hunt 
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Secretary in turn.” —Mr. Silverman 


Gam m ‘ngs 





was up after purchase-tax. The Chan- 
cellor, asserted Mrs. Wuitrr, was a 
Puritan because he wanted to tax 
powder. Poor Cromwell! All that he 
was ever known to have said that had 
any bearing on this subject (unless 
indeed we could drag in “Remove that 
bauble”) was “Put your trust in God 
and keep your powder dry.” Nothing 
about it being “free.” But the Govern- 
ment did not even keep it dry, for 
Mr. GREENWOOD, in a strikingly odd 
phrase, thought that the Treasury 
bench were “a bunch of wet blankets.” 
A notable addition to the list of odd 
collective nouns which connoisseurs of 
usage delight to draw up on rainy 
winter evenings. 

But it was on the lord of Hincuino- 
BROOKE that the mantle of Cromwell 
most appropriately and most notably 
descended, As for purchase-tax, like 
Coolidge on sin, Lord HincutncBRooke 
(and with him Mr. Turner of Oxford) 
was against it, and—what is more— 
Government Whips or no Government 
Whips, he was going to vote against it. 
Whatever the merits of the case, it was 
a brave effort and a blow for the reality 
of Parliament. Truth will out even in 
an affidavit and honour in all-night 
sitting. 

The hunt went on for seventeen 
hours, but at least the Opposition found 


“I don’t know what secret, dark, noisome influence 
it is in the Home Office that seduces every Home 





the slipper, for it was on slippers that 
the Chancellor made his wee, solitary 
concession, Then at eight o'clock in 
the morning Sir Cuaries MacAnprew 
refused to accept a motion to report 
progress on the very sensible ground 
that no progress had been made. The 
only way to get him out of the Chair and 
to get home to a bath was to vote that 
he “do leave the Chair.” But, alas, 
most Members by then were too muzzy 
to remember that this motion is in 
Parliamentary procedure like a snake 
in snakes-and-ladders—it washes out 
all that has gone before and you have 
to go back to the beginning of the whole 
bill all over again. So Members might, 
for all the good that they did, just as 
well have gone to bed at half-past ten 
instead of sitting up to “an hour when,” 
to quote Sir George Trevelyan, “all 
honest men should be in bed-—to an 
hour when, if we are to believe some 
cynics, all honest men are in bed.” 
The poor Government these days 
has cannon to right of them, cannon to 
left of them, cannon in front of them 
and even at least some light artillery 
behind them. Mr. Duncan SAnpys, 
who speaks slowly, eschews rhetoric 
and knows the answers, is a tough, if 
not an eloquent, orator, and the con- 
stantly interrupting Opposition did not 
get much change out of him. But 
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throughout the Housing Debate he got 
also a good deal of peppering from 
behind, particularly from Mr. In 
MONGER. Some of it stung a bit and 
some of it lodged in at any rate the 
fleshier portions of his anatomy. Wa 
he tempted to sing out, like the lady in 
Annie, Get Your Gun 
“You can’t build houses 
With buckshot in your trousies 

Mr. LinpGren, who led for the 
Opposition, is a pleasant, cheery litth 
fellow so long as you can keep him off 
the past. He is not really interested in 
what is happening now or what | 
likely to happen in the future so much 
as what the wicked “Tory landlord 
did a hundred years ago. The landlords 
were, in fact, morc likely to have been 
Whigs than Tori but no doubt 
Mr. LinpGren speaks out of some 
bitter but sincere ancestral memory 
Yet his trouble is the same as that of 
Charles II’s preacher His nonsense 
does not suit their nonsens M 
Lainporen’s fault in to think too much 
about the past The fault of the average 
Englishman is to think too little, and the 
result is that when Mr. Linporen 
speaks a rare bird in the Press gall 
follows with delighted interest, but t 
the average M.P., he might just as well 
be talking in Sanskrit 

Cyrisrorner Hoi 








Very Cross Talk 


NFLATION,” a correspondent 
told me recently, “is not, as you 
seem to think, the end-product of 

a runaway machine, the result of too 

much money chasing too few goods. 

It is an economic device for adjusting 

the real é¢arnings of the workers. 

Inflation is imposed on the country 

whenever labour succeeds in improving 

its share of the national income.” 

The subsequent exchange of letters 
may be reconstituted to produce the 
following strange duologue. 

Mammon: You mean that inflation is 
a capitalist swindle? 

Corresronpent: Exactly. Look what 
happened in Germany after World 
War I-—and Russia. They wiped out 
the workers’ savings completely, 
reduced real income to pittances. 

M.:; But inflation hits everybody, rich 
and pooralike, large and small savings. 

C.: In terms of arithmetic, yes; but 
inflation doesn't make the rich drink 
fewer cocktails, cat less caviar or 
smoke fewer cigars. It's the poor 
that take the rap. 

M.: And the rich what gets the blame. 
No, the real losers under inflation are 
not the workers (your term) but the 
middle classes, the professions, pen- 
sioners, rentiers and salaried types. 

C.: That's only the initial stage of 
inflation. First they wipe out the 
middle classes, then they step up the 
process to grind the faces of the poor. 
The middle classes vanished under 
the Labour Government—and their 
votes with them—and now it's the 
Tories’ turn to sit on organized 
labour, 

M.: But at this very moment more 
than seven million workers are claim- 
ing higher pay; altogether they want 
increases of £6 millions a week. 
Wages rose by £6,570,000 a week 
during 1951, £4,456,000 a week in 
1952, £2,420,000 in 1953, £3,501,000 


in 1954, and so far this year by 
another £5 millions. How do you 
explain... 

C.: I should think so too. What d’you 
expect if Butler bumps up the 
Purchase Tax! 

M.: The P.T. changes will cost £15 
millions in 1955-56 and £75 millions 
a year thereafter. How can that 
justify inereased claims of £300 
millions a year? 

C.: You’re missing the point. 

M.: If they're afraid of inflation why 
don’t the workers do something 
about it? 

C.: Siscia an? 

M.: Campaign against new wage 
claims, price increases, bureaucratic 
waste, and restrictive practices; cam- 
paign for automation, higher pro- 
ductivity . . . even go on strike to get 
their way. 

And what good 
do? 

M.: Well—-er—it would cut the volume 
of money in circulation, pinch out the 
inflationary bubble. 

C.; You're joking! Can’t you see that 
strikes are inflationary? It would be 


would | striking 
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Vanished Cheeses 


SOME years ago I stumbled across an 
cighteenth-century map. I suppose 
it was the precursor of the Michelin 
Guide, for it was a gourmet's guide to 
England. The delicacy of every locality 
was illustrated above the town where it 
was produced. I remember my own 
village had a biscuit barrel above it, 
though nowadays it could only produce 
Swiss rolls, and these are manufactured 
in London. 

But the most interesting thing about 
the map was the number of cheeses. | 
counted cighty-nine varietics—many 
counties boasting half a dozen different 
types. Cheshire, Cheddar, Stilton and 
Caerphilly are of course still with us. 
But many cheeses which one could buy 
before the war have not returned to the 
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playing right into the Government's 
hands. That’s how they fixed us in 
1926 when they engineered the coal 
strike. 

M.: Okay. Well, how about extending 
the boon of nationalization to other 
industries: chemicals, sugar, building, 
commercial television, football, patent 
medicines? 

Madness. The nationalized in- 
dustries are the biggest spendthrifts of 
the lot. They're the boys who work 
hand in glove with the Government 
to promote inflation. Dearer coal and 
transport trigger price- and wage- 
increases all along the line. What 
the nationalized industries need is a 
stiff dose of budgeting control. Any 
more bright ideas? 

M.: Not really, Dividend limitation? 

C.: Come off it! Restrict the profit 
share-out and you automatically 
invite the irresponsible elements to 
claim the resultant reserves as food 
for new wage claims. Surely you can 
see that! 

M.: I’m afraid I can’t see a thing at 
the moment. 


Same here MAMMON 


¥ 


market. Where is Cotherstone, a York- 
shire cheese, similar but preferable to 
Stilton? Derby, Cambridge and Dunlop 
are now unobtainable, Leicester is rare, 
and the Wiltshire Loaf has lost its 
individual flavour, though it was once 
quite different from Cheddar. But the 
worst loss of all is Slipcote cheese, 
which had the consistency of Camembert 
and used to be made on a small scale in 
Rutland. 

Deploring this tendency towards the 
Lowest Common Denominator which 
will put us all to the trough, I tried the 
other day to put it in reverse by making 
a cheese myself, Not knowing about it 
I had every confidence and decided to 
make Brie. I collected a couple of 
gallons of milk from the dairy, straight 
from the milking machine, and while it 
was still at blood temperature I poured 
in a whole bottle of rennet. I let it 
coagulate for four hours, then merely 
cut the curd up and drained off the 
whey. Then I simply let the cheese 
drain on an ordinary bread board in the 
open, sprinkling some salt on the top 
to dry off the surface. 

I don’t know what impurities got into 
this cheese, no doubt I forgot to wash 
my hands, and probably forgot to strain 
the milk too. Anyhow it certainly had 
plenty of bacillus to it. It looked like 
Brie, it tasted similar. Whatever my 
family called it, it was certainly 
individual. RonaLp DuNcCAN 
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BOOKING OFFICE 
Santeuil’s Way 


Jean Santeuil. Marcel Proust. Translated 
by Gerard Hopkins. With an Introduction 
by André Maurois. Weidenfeld and 
Nicolson, 30/- 


HIS novel, if it can be so called, 
was written by Marcel Proust in 
his twenties, and found by its 
author not to be up to standard, It was 
therefore abandoned. He set to work 
onee more, and finally produced A La 
Recherche du Temps Perdu. ‘The 
manuscript of the earlier story—to 
which the name Jean Santeuil has been 
posthumously given—was discovered 
bit by bit and gradually fitted into a 
coherent whole. 

So many questions immediately rise 
to the mind as a result of this situation 
that it is hard to know where to begin. 
If Proust decided not to publish the 
manuscript should it ever have been 
allowed to see light? And yet he did not 
destroy it. What, therefore, is its value? 
Is it for the general reader? Is it for the 
Proust maniac? Is it for the professional 
writer? 

The first thing that strikes one is the 
incredible integrity, and will of iron, 
that made it possible for an author to 
put aside a work of such labour and 
originality. Jean Santeuil must be over 
300,000 words long—the length of four 
ordinary novels. It is told in the first 
person, represented, in a rather cumber- 
some manner, as the memoirs of a 
writer who is dead, and has left his 
manuscript to the author, who writes 
the introduction. 

What, one wonders, would people 
have thought of Proust had only Jean 
Santeuil survived, and A La Recherche 
been lost or never written? | think it 
would have been impossible to feel 
otherwise than that here was something 
basically unlike anything that had 
appeared before. Immensely inferior 
to the finished article, this book is at 
the same time full of interest. More 
imitative, far more rambling, with 
nothing like the same powers of char- 
acterization of its successor, it remains 
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quite unlike the work of any other 
writer. 

It has been suggested in some quarters 
that this is the book for who 
find A La Recherche too “ difficult.” 
Here I cannot agree. It seems to me that 
much more bearing with Proust, and his 
peculiarities, is required in reading 
these shapeless sketches, held together 
only by the first person of the narrator, 





than in the final diffuse but beautifully 
designed novel. 

On the other hand, for those who 
already enjoy Proust there is much 
additional matter to be found which in 
a sense amplifies the picture. For 
example, in Jean Santewl the relations 
of the narrator with his parents are far 
less idyllic than in A La Recherche. He 
has tremendous rows with his mother, 
and is at times on frankly bad terms 
with his father. 

In this connection a curious point 
arises, which is perhaps of more interest 
to the professional writer than to the 
average reader, but at the same time is 
worth recording. The “bad terms” 
with the parents may well have been 
truer in real life than the situation 
Proust depicts in the final version of his 
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story; yet, unquestionably, the har 
monious picture vis-d-vis the paren*s 
presented in the latter is more effective 
when the novel is considered as a whole 
Proust regarded simplification as every 
thing in writing a novel, and it can be 
seen that a more “realistic” treatment 
of the parents might casily have 
rejudiced the whole foundation of the 
m9 In this is one of the many 
mysteries of the technique of novel 
writing. 

Some of the most interesting and 
attractive pages of Jean Santen ar 
those occupied with more or less direct 
reporting of the Dreyfus Case. We are 
given Proust's impressions of Bowdeffre, 
the Chief of Staff of the French Army, 
and also of Picquart, the “ philosopher 
colonel” whose action in the first 
instance lead to the revision of Dreyfus's 
trial. 

In general Mr, Gerard Hopkins has 
done a splendid job in his translation 
Even the slight uncertainty of a young 
writer's style is somehow conveyed 
There are, on the other hand, some 
minor points in which one must be in 
disagreement with him. However well 
such slang as “dud,” “O.K.,” “put a 
sock in it,” etc., may translate the 
meaning of the French, they inevitably 
strike a discordant note as regards the 
historical period; while the fastidious 
will regret the use of the two odious 
phrases “horse-riding” (a solecism that 
would have made Proust's hair stand on 
end) and “high-ranking "(an American 
ism for the perfectly adequate English 
word ‘‘senior’’), 

ANTHONY Powell 


Try, Try Again 
Against the Sun. Edward Lanchbery 

Cassell, 16/- 

This biography of Wing-Commander 
Roland Beamont is linked with the Batth 
of France, the Battle of Britain, the 
vindication of the Typhoon and the 
proving of the Tempest before the 
success of the Canberra and latterly 
the P.1. 

Beamont is an examp! of the thorough 
ness that can be achieved by making the 





grade at the second attempt. ‘There 
was a consistent history of second 
attempts before he was able to put his 
wings on his tunic when he eventually 
earned a flying assessment of “ excep- 
tional,” After a period with Hurricanes, 
he went to Hawkers as a test pilot on 
the Typhoon. Despite its early failures, 
he was convinced that Fighter Command 
should persevere with this aircraft. From 
Typhoons he commanded a ‘Tempest 
wing and it was with a Tempest that he 
accidentally disposed of a V.1 when his 
slipstream .upset the robot plane’s gyro 
control, After his double crossing of the 
Atlantic in a day, Beamont is now testing 
the secret P.1. An excellent book. 
AY. 


Clochemerle lon. Gabriel Chevallier 

Secher and Warburg, 12/6 

In the nineteen-thirties, the harmless 
hedonism of M, Chevallier’s famous 
viniferous village is unsettled by modern 
progress: electricity, jazz, transatlantic 
movies, radio-sets, 60 m.p.h. motoring, 
and metropolitan politics (symbolized 
by the rise of Mayor Piéchut to the Paris 
Senate and Cabinet rank.) Clochemerle 
develops. a murderer, a crop. of 
“apprentice-vamps” and unmarried 
mothers, an unwholesome epidemic and a 
fascist cell; Adéle ‘Torbayon’s inn, 


sumptuously renovated and sporting the 
seductive waitress Flora Baboin, becomes a 
fashionable tourist-hotel; the one-legged 
waster, Tistin La Quille, demands unem- 
ployment benefit and evolves into a 


prosperous ny ot over whom two 
mistresses finally fight hand-to-hand. 
Though a_ celestial voice predicts 
future glory for the village over the 
Curé Ponosse’s coffin, and a_ boiling, 
medicinal spring is discovered on local 
soil, a hint of impending catastrophe- 
already implicit in the title—nevertheless 
underlies the lyrical descriptions of 
Elysian landscape, paradisiacal weather 
and ambrosial vintages; and the author's 
many English admirers will await the 
sequel with anxiety: while enjoying, 
meantime, the present volume in Mr. 
Edward Hyams's impeccable translation. 
J. M.oR. 


Hokusai. J. Hillier. Phaidon, 42)- 

The exhibition of Hokusai's works 
held in London some months ago by the 
Arts Council showed plainly the artist's 
unassailable position as a draughtsman, 
even to those not previously greatly 
impressed by Japanese art. Hokusai was 
born about 1760 and died in 1849. 
This book gives ar) account of his 
background, with illustrations of his 
paintings, drawings and woodcuts. ‘The 
variety and style of his work does not 
make it easy to reproduce in a book, and 
the matt-surface paper used here hardly 
shows off the drawings to their best 
advantage. On the other hand, the 
coloured pictures, separately attached, 
are well reproduced. 

Unfortunately, the general effect of 


this volume does not escape that par- 
ticular form of banality so much asso- 
ciated with the Japanese approach, and 
that is just what Hokusai, in truth, rises 
above. The Hokusai exhibition showed 
that most clearly. It is hard not to think 
that a rough paper would not have made 
all the difference to this book. 
ALP 


The Hammersmith Maggot. William 

Mole. Eyre and Spottiswoode, 9/6 

An intellectual thriller—not in the 
donnish sense, but because the significant 
action is almost all mental, and the 
physical action, though plentiful and of 
the old order of shadowing, telephoning 
and skipping in and out of taxis, almost 
all incidental. Mr. Mole earns full marks 
for conception. ‘The crime is the stale 
one of blackmail, but the motive is new: 
an impulse to acquire, in parallel, 
beautiful antiques and social status. 

The execution is less successful. 
Perhaps the traditional crime motives of 
love, jealousy, greed and passion have 
held their own all this time because they 
are easy to establish, and strike an echo, 
however faint, in the reader. The odd 
motive of Mr. Mole’s blackmailer never 
quite convinces, so the man himself 
lacks depth too. The infection of non- 
compulsion spreads to other characters 
inevitably, including the wealthy noscy- 
parker of an investigator who, rather like 
a plain woman striking the attitudes of 
beauty, seems to fancy himself a good 
deal more dashing than he really is. 

j.B.B 


AT THE BALLET 


Ballet Espaiiol de Pilav Lopez 
(PALAcR) 
HE name of the already legendary 
Argentinita appears on posters and 
programmes as that of the creator 
of the Ballet Espaiiol de Pilar Lopez. \t 
is printed in letters as bold as those which 
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spell the name of the company. But, 
alas! there are but faint flickers of that 
creature’s dazzling fire and brilliance to 
sustain the spark of continuity which her 
sister, Sefiora Lopez, now fans with 
supple grace and elegance. 

That is not to suggest that her company 
lacks its excellencies. But they are of 
another order and include, in particular, 
such offerings to the connoisseur of 
Spanish dancing as the marvellous foot- 
work of two young men, Paco pe RONDA 
and Antonio Montoya. Professional 
polish is here seen at its best, but it 
seems to proceed from the cool per- 
fection of technique untouched by 
passionate intensity. 

The best part of the programme (to be 
changed twice during the month’s 
season) is that devoted to Flamenco songs 
and dances. A new version of El Amor 
Brujo has brought some soft-pedalling 
of MANue. ve Faia’s exciting music 
and the choreography has become more 
classically flowing, though the dancing 
was curiously casual. 

L’ Espagnolade, done for the first time 
in London, by Dortra Ruiz and Paco 
pE RonpaA, is described as “an ironic 
impression of the foreigner’s inter- 
pretation of Spanish dancing.” The 
audience greeted the witless affront to 
its intelligence and taste with the bliss 
which the English reserve for lampoons 


of themselves. 
(Closes December 18) 
Henry Moore 
Leicester Galleries (Closes November 24) 
TANLEY SPENCER has had, all 
his life, the preoccupation of retell- 
ing Biblical stories against the back- 
ground of his native Cookham. For this 
he is in general admirably equipped with 
a vivid imagination, a sense of drama 
and humour, and a keen memory for 
detail—the latter a most useful factor in 
making his work convincing. Only in 
one most important way does he fail 
Stanley Spencer is a dull painter. He 
was not always so; and in particular in 
“ Christ Carrying the Cross ’’—one of his 
most completely successful canvases 
Stanley Spencer almost found himself 
Again, his bold and enterprising design 
“The Resurrection,”’ of about the same 
time, seems full of opportunities nearly 
grasped. 

Stanley Spencer talks much of his joy 
in painting. But the joy, like the voice 
of an untrained lecturer, only reaches the 
audience muffled. Indeed the colours 
which might convey it are frowsty and 
dull or harsh, and the detail trite and 
prim. This may explain the uneasiness 
which Stanley Spencer says—in his 
foreword—he has felt about his work 
for many years past. In the Middle 
Ages, where he truly belongs, he would 


C. B. MortLock 


AT THE GALLERY 


Stanley Spencer 
Tate Gallery 
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have received a better initial training. 
As it is we can at least be thankful for his 
very unusual gifts, even when they come 
to us in a distorted form. 


The most colossal claims are made for 
Henry Moore—that he has achieved 
perfections independent of, and superior 
to, esthetic ones, e.g. beyond beauty 
and feeling. As a testimony to this, on 
the floor of the Leicester Galleries are 
two large polistted rocket-like objects, 
one upright and one prone, With such 
missiles Moore appears able to penetrate 
more barriers, spatial and otherwise, 
even than the intrepid Captain Bee of 
strip cartoon fame. Here I must state 
that I believe that art experts (they are 
responsible for this state of affairs), like 
political, air, military, or medical experts, 
are fallible. In fact history proves it. 
The point is whether dehumanized 
art has gone too far. That it may do so 
has been frequently hinted at by comic 
artists for many years past, and more 
lately a few serious critics have taken 
the same line. A wall of “straight” 
drawings from the nude proves that 
Henry Moore in this field has not 
attained to the grasp or subtlety of the 
great draughtsmen of the past or present. 
Aprian DAINnTRey 


AT THE PICTURES 


Josephine and Men 
Storm Over the Nile 


OSEPHINE and Men (Director: Roy 
| BouLTinGc) has the incomparably 

valuable attribute that might be 
called gaiety, which by no means every 
comedy has. Here is a very enjoyable 
one—and it’s interesting that it should 
have been made by the Bovurrtinc 
brothers, vuho I believe have not 
appeared in this field before—which 
presents GLYNIS JOHNS as Josephine, a 
girl whose heart is big enough for six. 
‘The point about her is that she can never 
resist a man who seems to be in need of 
help and affection. Engaged to Alan 
(DonaLp Sinpen), she jilts him and 
marries David (Perer Frncu), who lives 
alone in Bohemian squalor—only to fall 
for Alan again when he takes refuge in 
their cottage from the ice. 

The story is told in flashback by her 
raffish uncle (Jack BUCHANAN), whose 
own life is plainly full enough of trouble. 
Him, however, she doesn’t bother about, 
probably because though he makes a 
great show of being scared of the ladics 
who pursue him he is obviously very 
well able to take care of himself. 

The whole thing is artificial: in the last 
analysis it is a perfectly trivial comedy; 
but the decorative incident and detail 
and flashes of character are so beautifully 
done that as a whole it is satisfying as 
well as entertaining. Every scene in the 
narrative, no matter how short, is made 
amusing in itself. I recall with pleasure 
the calculating examination of the 
presents (for the wedding that didn’t 


























David Hewer—Peren Foscn 
Josephine—Giveis Jouns 





come off) by the bride's father and aunt, 
and the register-office occasion (the 
registrar sourly tells his clerk to shut the 
window against the sound of someone 
else’s wedding bells), and the perfectly- 
managed moment of comic surprise 
when the uncle, stealing downstairs in the 
middle of the night for a drink, is 
startled by the sight of a figure outside 
the window. Apart from the direction 
and technical handling of such little 
episodes, the small-part acting in them 
(and there are many people in the cast 
list whose description—“ Bearded Man,”’ 
“ Violinist,”” and so forth—is enough to 
bring back the whole atmosphere of a 
scene) is admirably light and pleasing. 
The hardest thing with a comedy of this 
sort is to keep it consistent, without over- 
loading it in one way with too-farcical 
incident or in another with pedestrian 
narration; and Josephine and Men seems 
to me to hold the mood perfectly. In a 
word, I repeat, it has gaiety. 


The latest version of The Four 
Feathers, this time called Storm Over the 
Nile (Directors: Terence Younc and 
ZOLTAN KorpDA), appears to have dis- 
appointed some critics, but I thought 
pretty well of it. Never before was 
CinemaScope available, and this makes 
the wide-ranging scenes of battle in the 
desert remarkably impressive. (It also 
by the way gives room for a close shot of 
three people side by side at the dinner- 
table—you may remember that dinner- 
table scenes here are quite important.) 

The period detail too is most con- 
vincingly and interestingly done; ! 
certainly failed to perceive the touch of 
burlesque that seems to have upset more 
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Alan Hartley—Donacp Sonor 
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sensitive writers. Comparisons with th 
acting of the last version, which had 
John Clements, Ralph Richardson and 
C. Aubrey Smith, are too difficult to 
make; after all, that was sixteen years 
ago; but I have the impression that 
ANTHONY Sree., Laurence Harvey and 
James ROBERTSON JUSTICE (respectively) 
do no less well in their different styl 


Even A. E. W. Mason would hardly hay 


claimed that these characters afford 
much scope for the conveving of subth 
depths of personality Chis is essen 
tially an adventure-story ith all th 
trimmings, and the trimwmi: are ver 
handsome indeed 
— a * — 

Survey 
(Dates in brackets refer to Punch review 

Others in an unusual! full weel 


included Mister Roberts, fram the succe 

ful novel and play about the cargo-boat 
crew and their comic megalomania 
captain (James Caoney); Qmeen Hee, a 
gripping melodrama in which Joan 
Crawrorpd behaves like one; and //il/ 24 
Does Not Answer, first leracli filn 


English, sometimes rather naively propa 
gandist but with very good bit ] 
Catch a Thief (16/11/55), seco rat 


Hitchcock but efficiently amusing, cor 
tinues: the excellent French C'ancan 
(7/9/55) may still be found; and ther 

a day or so more of Rififi (13/7 ; 

Re cases include Tox Macheth (2/11 
entertaining though not to be tal 
sericusly; House of Pamboo (19 
thick-ear melodrama in a CinemaScope 
Tokyo; and a film noir, from (and with) 
Orson Wetres, Confidential Report 
(24/8/55) RiICHAR | 
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Ornifle ou Le Courant d’ Air (Comévie pes Cuamps-Eystirs) — L’Orestie (Maricny)— La Mouette (THtarre ve 


L’Areien)—L’ Amour Fou (Tutarre pe LA 
Trtarne Saint-Georces)—Jacques ou La Soumission and Le Tableau (Hucnettr) 


As from the latest avant-garde 
motor-car, the most talked of thing 
in Paris is new Anouilh, 
Ornifle ou Le Courant d’ Air, which burst 
on the city with a somewhat muffled 
report soon after we arrived. One of the 
most acute French critics declared that 
from time to time it plunged into 
tunnels “plus longs et plus obseurs que 
le Saint-Gothard,” and indeed it is not 
so much a play as a series of charades 
forming a sketchy portrait of a vulgarian 
Don Juan. Once a poct of promise, 
Ornifle writes lyrics for the music-hall 
and gives his whole mind—such as it is 
to seduction; not with finesse, as to 
another branch of art, but almost 
pathologically, When an illegitimate son 
shoots at him with an empty revolver 
Ornifle falls wuneonscious, and before 
dying of a well-earned heart attack 
recovers sufficiently to bring his son and 
his son’s flancée together again, so that 
a ménage a trois can be arranged in 
which he can add incest to his varied 
experience, This coarsening of the Don 
Juan legend takes ANOoUILH nowhere in 
particular, The play is full of loose ends, 
among them Ornifle’s patient and 
enigmatic little wife; and though there 
is occasional brilliance and a number 
of easy laughs the awkward fact 
remains that the hero is essentially a 
dull character, in spite of the overflowing 
theatricalism of Prerre Brasseur, whose 
performance is rich but very artificial. 
‘To my mind only two parts brought us the 
true pathetic ironies of Anouilh, and 


ou 
2) 


[Proeds de Famille 


Lidia Valenti--Lita Kepnova 


Mape.eine)— Proces de 


wonderfully played, by 
JACQUELINE MAILLAN, as the middle- 
aged secretary tortured by unrequited 
love for her mocking master, and by 


they are 


\ 
Pt aly f 


[Jaques oun La Soumission 


Jacques Jean-Louis TRINTiGNant 


Lovurs pe Funbs, as an eccentric million- 
aire in scrap iron on whom Ornifle 
palms off his latest mistress. Both are 
cabaret stars, and comedians in a wide 
sense. Needless to say, Paris is busy 
assigning derivations to the play. It is 
enough to suggest Moliére’s Don Yuan 
and | olpone 


The first autumn production at the 
Marigny is probably the most ambitious 
venture Jean-Louis BaRRAULT has yet 
attempted—the whole of Aischylus’ 
trilogy, L’Orestie, in ANvri Onry’s 
flowing and beautiful translation. As 
always with Barrauit, France’s boldest 
as well as her ablest producer, experi- 
ments have been tried, and not all 
succeed. His own Oreste, for instance, is 
unaccountably a contortionist, whose 
writhing gestures go very oddly with 
Greek simplicity and dignity, and mar a 
little the otherwise tremendous scene of 
the meeting with Electre at Agamemnon's 
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Famille 


(L’CEuvre)—Histoire de Rire 
Ah! Quelle Folie (Fovtrs-Berctre) 


grave. Cassandre is weakened as a 
tipster of doom by plunging suddenly 
into sheer melodrama. The chorus not 
only falls into jazzed rhythms, but in 
doing so hopelessly jumbles its words; 
and the music is the kind of sporadic 
cacophony that leaks from the nursery 
early on Christmas morning, though I 
confess I nearly grew to like it. But 
these grumbles aside, the pluses are over- 
whelming. Everyone, bar the chorus, 
speaks superbly. Visually the production 
is fine. A daring use of the commonest 
and knottiest wood yields exciting results, 
at one moment a whole flotilla of tea- 
chest sides sliding down from the flies to 
fit together ingeniously into solid walls 
Grouping, lighting, masks and dresses 
are all good; even in the Turkish bath 
climate standard in French theatres th« 
Furies, horrible little owl-faced widows, 
sent shivers down my spine. At most 
points the tragedy comes through with 
impressive power, and moreover as a play 
of religion. Marie Beiw’s magnificent 
Clytemnestre and Natatme Nervat’s 
Electre could not be better 

| always expect the French to do 
Chekhov with exquisite understanding, 
and each time I am disappointed. ~ Is it 
that their language is too precise to leave 
subtleties unstated? It is difficult to say, 
because in ANDRE Barsacg’s production 
of La Mouette both the Arkadina, 


Ren Uy fol, 
fans 
(L'Amour Fou 


Marcel Boissette—Jacques Dumesnit 
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(Ornifle ou Le Courant d Aw 
Ornifle—Pierre Brasseur 


played by VALentine Tessier, and the 
Sorine, played by Pau GErt.y, seemed 
to me to be Chekhov at full strength. 
One expects good acting at the Atelier, 
and technically we got it, but apart from 
these two performances there was some- 
thing a litle wanting, making all the 
difference between a very passable pro- 
duction and the excellence for which one 
had hoped. Anoré Baxst’s decorations 
are simple and in key, and the trans- 
lation used is by the Prrofrrs. It is only 
fair to say that the French critics are 
pleased, and that mine is probably an 
awkwardly British point of view. 


The new Roussin, L’ Amour Fou, is a 
flimsy balancing act with the poor old 
battered triangle, made moderately funny 
only by the dazzling attack that a good 
French cast brings naturally to this kind 
of play. “Tu parles comme une grand- 
mére!” the mother complains to her 
reproving young daughter; and this is 
the basic joke, that the nitwitted mother 
is being swept off her feet by an amorous 
lunatic while her sensible offspring keep 
theirs on the ground. That, and the 
lunatic’s belief in the approach frontal, 
calling on the perplexed father of this 
previously contented family to explain 
that love as beautiful as his must have 
its way. By its own standards the play 
has a very weak end. Heaven forgive me, 
I laughed, but it was mostly at the 
dexterity and resource of a cup-final 
team consisting of Operre jovevx, 
Bricitrre Avuper, Jacoues Dumpsnit, 
Henry Guisor and Guy Berti 








The best new play we saw was 
undoubtedly Procés de Famille, by an 
Italian dramatist just arriving in France, 
Dieco Fasprt. Translated by Micuei 
ARNAUD, and quietly and most movingly 
acted, it explains how three couples 
become involved in the life and death of 
a small boy. He is happily adopted, but 
his mother wants him back; each stage of 
the discussion carries us tensely to the 
scene where all six are gathered, in a 
painful truth game, round the sleeping 
child. As his real parents decide to accept 
their responsibility together he wakes, 
and in a terrible moment rushes from the 
room to kill himself in the lift-shaft 
This is logically the end; all the adults 
must share the blame, and it would have 
been better for the audience to distribute 
it for themselves, instead of being given 
a short scene of self-recrimination. But 
even so it is a fine play, produced by 
José Quacuio with a minimum of 
histrionics, and touchingly acted by a 
cast led beautifully by Lita Keprova 
and Danréiie Conpamen. Influence of 
Pirandello? Certainly, but Fassri is 
individual, drawing his own characters, 
who can stand up to being peeled and 
peeled again. 


At least as regards women, ARMAND 
SALACROU is a stern moralist who can 
cloak his one-sided severity in cynical 
comedy. Below the hard, bright surface 
of his Histoire de Rire—now justly 
revived—lies an unexpected depth of 
comment. His women are without much 
feeling; they simply run away with 
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Gerard Bartter—Y ves Rowsert 
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Nina——-Catuen FLLERS 
lovers But on of his husbands ts incon- 
solable, while the other, tempered to the 
game, has developed a master philosophy 
of waiting. Imagine a piece by Roussin 
or Coward in which two of the characters 
are allowed to mind deeply, and to stat 
their reasons for minding, and you get 
fairly near to Histoire de Rire. It is often 
very amusing. Yves Rosert and Piran 
Dux contrast the husbands admirably 
and Danitie DeLorme makes an un 


anchorable minx 


Paris has taken warmly to the work of 
Evcene lonascu, but it is impossible to 
judge his true merit on the one-act 
surrealist satires at the Huchett Jacque 
ou La Soumission guys the Norman 
approach to marriage (i.e. for wife, read 
heifer), and includes a bride with thre: 
raddied faces: Le Tableau examines the 
attitude of big business to art, and a lot 
else besides. When the wire doesn't 
sink into madness it | juite funny 
At least ONES ; has a pring t ie of 
language, here bravely har: sec 

Finally, in a Proustian moo of 
youthful nostalgia ow to the | 
Bergére, and found it exact! ti rh 
Its lavish scenes sug@est a J ! 


musical invaded by a: 
one of the danc« mu ' 
the honest mére de famill: i 


French critics are still mpiant 
bitterly about the dearth of native pla 
but there are noticeab er I 
and American imports in Paris than U 
were in the spring ks Ks 





Sig ON THE AIR 


On Safari in the Heavens 


HE first list of monthly 
rating blished by ‘TV 
Reseerch (Gallup Poll) 
Lid, awards six palms to the 
B.B.C. and three to the 1.T.A. 
~a prize distribution which 
in my bleary view seems 
unduly flattering to Channel 9. 
I have no quarrel with the 
award to Harry Secombe as 
the “Best Variety Artiste,’ 
though it seems rather hard on 
the old lady of Portland Place 
(who made him) to attribute 
the star Goon'’s success ex- 
clusively to the commercial 
screen. Nor do I disagree with 
the popular vote for Eric 
Portman as the “ Best Actor,”’ 
though his victorious per- 
formance was on film and no 
more than a character sketch. 
What does surprise (and delight) me 
in this list is that the boosted give-away 
programmes and American domestic 
comedy films receive no mention, First 
prize—tor the “Most Popular Pro- 
gramme”—goes to “Zoo Quest to 
Guiana,” the B.B.C.’ 
film and studio interviews 
denizens of the jungle. 





with the 


'T'V entertainment and it is encouraging 
to learn that the obvious integrity 
David Attenborough and company has 
so far won more nods of approval than 
the contrived drama and _ = synthetic 
glamou. of programmes featuring Armand 
and Michaela Denis and other intrepid 
hunters of tropical fauna. 

The B.B.C.’s latest venture on safari 
is the series “The Michaels in Africa,’ 
being the filmed exploits of George, 
Marjorie, Carole and June Michael. 
Once again, as with the Denis family, 
the hunter is made more important than 
his quarry. George advances bravely, 
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s excellent series of 


There is stiff 
competition in the zoological branch of 
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REGAN ALMA COGAN Rupy 


camera in hand, to confront a startled 
elephant, and an unseen cameraman goes 
with him and ahead of him. ‘The rest 
of the Michaels remain huddled and 
fearful only a few yards behind their 
leader, and from the viewer’s point of 
view their danger seems appalling, a 
subject for the consideration of the 
N.S.P.C.C, This series may not be 
phony, but it looks phony, and cannot 
therefore be expected to promote much 
interest in zoological matters. 

Channel 9 continues to dish out filmed 
curtain-raise’s as substitutes for feature- 
length plays. ‘This policy is determined 
of course by commercia. exigencies. 
Long programmes—other than varicty 
shows——have enormous disadvantages. 
Whatever their quality they lose viewers 
steadily from start to finish (because 
while many switch off few will switch on 
when a play is in progress), annoy their 
audience with commercial interpolations, 
and upset advertisers who value the 
goodwill of their products. As I see jt 
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Channel 9 is condemned to 
deal in bits and pieces. It’s 
“Theatre Royal” bit, The 
Little Black Book, was a feebl« 
and tasteless morsel of Grand 
Guignol dating from the 
"twenties. Flora Robson, 
Wilfrid Hyde White and 
Vanda Godsell did their best 
to sustain the macabre lunacy 
for thirty minutes and failed 
gallantly. It was a relief to 
turn from this dreary fare to 
the ensuing spate of advertise- 
ments. 

A few weeks ago I made a 
polite inquiry about I.'T.A.’s 
promised flush of variety stars, 
and in last week's “Sunday 
Night at the London Pal- 
ladium” show I received my 
answer. In this 
Festival” viewers with a taste 
for ‘Tin Pan Alley got their 
deserts—an hour and twenty 
minutes of Joan Regan, Ruby Murray, 
Alma Cogan, Eddie Calvert, Dickie 
Valentine, David Whitfield, Max 
Bygraves and others. I have no com- 
plaints. Popular tunes have a short life, 
“in one ear and out the other” (to 
borrow from a recent hit), and I like to 
know what I am whistling. Moreover it 
is gratifying to learn that we do not rely 
entirely for our sob-stuff on American 
imports. Gratifying fiscally, that is. 

The Astronomer-Royal’s “Epilogue” 
in the “Fact and Faith” series was a 
spectacular and altogether memorabk 
item. Sir Harold Spencer Jones talked 
quietly and simply about the wonders of 
the heavens. By contrast the new series 
of programmes on “The Modern Uni- 
verse” is terribly disappointing. It is 
marred by the lecturer's attempt to inject 
a note of baffled awe into his most 
clementary statements, by methods of 
simplification that misfire and confuse, 
and by wonky apparatus 
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Punch, 


The ancients shut their eyes 


“suur your tyes and make a wish.’’ The ancient 
custom was to make a wish to the sun; the eyelids 
had to be lowered as protection against the glare. 
Nowadays we still shut our eyes when making a wish 
- although, since we no longer worship the sun, the 
protection is scarc ely necessary. But there is one form 
of protection to which no modern manufacturer shuts 
his eyes, 

In today’s competitive market the manufacture: 
must be certain his product reaches the consumer in 
the condition in which it left his production line. 
That is why leading manufacturers entrust the 
sale-keeping of their nationally known brands to 


the sound outer protection of ‘‘Fiberite’’ cases. 

Packaging does much more than deliver the goods 
intact. It displays, identifies and often even sells the 
product. Many of the products that dominate the 
shelves owe their crisp, attractive appearance to the 
high quality of the “*Thames Board’’ used for their 
cartons. 

The spread of Self-Service stores may make packag 
ing even more important to the manufacturer, But 
whatever the future holds, Thames Board Mills will 
be ready to draw on a wide experience and deep 
knowledge of packaging techniques and materials to 
keep ahead of all developments. 
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THAMES BOARD MILLS LIMITED 


Tht LARGEST MANUFACTURERS BOARD 4ND PACKING CASt 


Purfleet, Essex 


Warrington, Lancs 


cartom, boxes, bookbindins ‘PIBERITE” Packing ‘ solid and corrugated fibreboard 


*THAMES BOARD” for 


78 80 1840-08 
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BLUECOL IS ALWAYS ON GUARD 


Unprotected cooling systems are a sitting target for frost. Of course, you can 
always drain the radiator at night—and provided you do drain completely every 
night without fail and don’t forget to fill up again in the morning, you may be 
sale from frost at night. But if you have a heater fitted in your car you will find 
complete draining almost impossible. And, in any case, what an effort! And what 
do you do during the day? On cold days you can freeze up while you're parked 
in the street; on very cold days you can even freeze up while you're driving. Then 
you're still heading for a cracked cylinder block, and a £30 repair bill 


The real answer to frost danger is Bluecol, the doubly safe anti-freeze. Bluecol is safe 








against even 35° of frost, and safe (because of the special inhibitors it contains) against 
rusting and similar chemical action, One fill of Bluecol will give you complete protec- 


tion from frost, day and night, right through the winter. Bluecol is always on guard 


BLUECOL 


THE DOUBLY SAFE ANTI-FREEZE 


Available from all good garages and leading accessory suppliers. 


) 1 
one of MY l THIS accessories for better motoring 


LONDON, N.W.2 


SMITHS MOTOR ACCESSORIES LTD., CRICKLEWOOD WORKS, 


THE MOTOR ACCESSORY DIVISION OF &. SMITH & SONS (ENGLAND) LIMITED 
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Glynis Johns 


is giving her father, Mervyn Johns, 


d *k “A1 f * CO} 1 st , 
a Parker‘51’ for Christmas 
GLYNIS JOHNS began her career in the traditional 

way-—being carried on to the stage as a babe in arms, 

Since then, her great talent~—and the constant en- 

couragement of her famous father, Mervyn Johns— 

have taken her from success to success. In 1954 she 

was voted top woman star in the Box Office Popularity 

Poll. She is now appearing in the Boulting Brothers 

production, “Josephine and Men.” This Christmas 

Giynis Johns is giving her father a Parker ‘51’ with 

Rolled Gold Cap. 


NOW MORE THAN EVER, A GRACIOUS COMPLIMENT 


Rare, costly nib-point . . . exclusive electro-polishing process 


Theelegant simplicity of thenewParker‘'S!,’ —_ polishing process. It’s so wear-resistant that 
; m, its distinction and graceful proportions years of writing cannot alter it ; the nib that 
= ' . these are as universally admired as its fine writes so smoothly today will write just as 


NOW —The ‘51’ Ballpoint to match the ‘5!’ pen . workmanship. And now, in its latest form, smoothly, with just the width of line you 
The famous ‘31’ pen is now ‘51° Pen with Ballpoint or Pencil = ° it is a gift more coveted than ever—a yet like, for many years to come. 
available with the new, ROLLED GOLD CAPS £7.18.6 « more gracious compliment. For that very special occasion, consider 
ten Bed ee Ballpoint or pencil alone 52/6: For instance, the nib-point is now made __ this latest Parker “51° with the Rolled Gold 
“ ist ad » . . . . . 2 
pe pt mag Sense eve Save £7.10 - — ofanentirely new material—analloyoftwo Cap. It’s a very special gift. 


ance and five times the Ballpoint or pencil alone 46/8 : 
usual writing capacity, this cnernater Cane ve oe rare and costly metals, Platinum and Ruth- Choice of 4 colours and 8 different nib 
Ballpoint could only have Ballpoint or pencil alone’ + 4oj10 enium. It is our own creation—we call it grades. (Rolled Gold Cap) 105/-, (Rolled 


by Park Th . 
been made by Parker, The Other famous Parker pens ; Senior ° Plathenium. Silver Cap) 93/4, (Lustraloy Cap) 82/3. 


"St" pon ts atte avaliable Duofold - 43/- New Duofold - 37/11 ; 
with matching, continuous- Victory 30/11 Slimfold ~- ~ 23/11 On to the tip of every Parker 


feed pencil. Pencil to match all these 20/5 . ‘51’ nib is welded a tiny pellet of - ) ‘ y ‘ ol- ar . | 9 
Plathenium, polished more high- M ? T | al A eC T e) , 
ly than is possible with any other 


nib-point material ; and polished, 
too, by our own exclusive electro- GIVEN AND USED BY FAMOUS PEOPLE 





The world’s most wanted pen 


_ 
- 


THE PARKER PEN COMPANY LIMITED, BUSH HOUSE, LONDON, W.C. 
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PASSING CLOUYDs 


.-. Dot a Cigarette you get offered in everybody's house, DY any 
20 for 45. 4d, ' = , 


100 for 21s. &d. gratifying when you are! For Passing Clouds, ever since 1874 


made for people who preter a Virginian-flavoured cigarette, but 
Made by ' 


W. D. & H. O. Wills demand of it distinction, an oval shape, and 


olf course uperb q 








Give your man a 


PAL” 


INJECT 0-MA TIC razor 


—the modern razor he wants now! 


FATHER CHRISTMAS himself would tell 
man (yours too!) wants a better way of shaving. He wants 
easier, quicker, smoother shaves. Now he can have them by 


you — every 


courtesy of YOU! Give him a PAL Injecto-matic — the 
world’s most modern safety razor. Remember, he’ll use it, and 
thank you for it, every day of his life! Yes, the new PAL razor 
carries a lifetime guarantee of free service or replacement 
should it ever get damaged ! 





quicker, smoother shaves 
and needs no drying 


Buy this modern PAL razoratany 
Woolworths, Timothy Whites & 
Taylors, Boots or British Home 
Stores — in fact everywhere ! 


3 \ 
Inhand lease, with roblades 


De luxe set is also available at 12/9 


Refill ornes 
2 NG a lades, 2/10 
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BEST OF ALL 


We want 


HILLIP 


TRICYCLES & 
BICYCLES 


AND WHY NOT? — in the Phillips Range 
there are superb modeis, in brilliant flamboyant 
colour finishes for every age of youngster — 
At Your Dealers Now. 


A Unit of the @ Cycle Division 


MINOR MODELS JUNIOR SPORTS 
Pe rry hdd mt 4) 12.5.8 (Tax Paid) £14.0.9 (Tax Paid) 


Write for colour folder to: 
PHILLIPS CYCLES LTD. 


the“emallect room needs the 


stron 


BIRMINGHAM 40 


est 


— every Single day! 


Every day, your “ smallese 
room” needs a cleaner strong 
enough to scour right round 
the $-bend, killing germs 
and biting into stains! 


SMETHWICK 








Harpic is made specially 
strong to do just this job. 
= a sprinkle every night 

eeps the bowl gleaming 
white — safely, without harming 
the porcelain, Also, Harpi 
odorizes and freshens the 

whole room, There are 
twosizes of Harpic 
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The case of Blatella germanica... 


The cockroach has always sailed the seven seas, infesting ships’ galleys and quarters, 
fouling food supplies, spreading disease and creating discomfort by its presence, Until Aldrin, tnd Hicldries tackle insect pests with envivalled ect 


a few years ago the control measures available rarely eliminated this very persistent 
pest, and had to be repeated at short intervals. But now, for the first time in history, ened examen: Theta carer bill \s achieved ith lewner Ganga, 


seafaring cockroaches are being dealt with ruthlessly, by a revolutionary combination Their wider range includes many pests never before dealt with 
of insecticides and transparent lacquer. satiefacterity. Aldrin is fast becoming secognieed as the tad 


The insecticides used in this remarkable development are aldrin and dieldrin, 
products of Shell, and much of Britain’s great mercantile fleet is already of all weil insecticides; dieldrin as the best control for weeddla, 


‘de-cockroached’ by dieldrin treatment. The surface layer of insecticidal crystals is hectles, flies, te., on foliage. Ii is alee extensively weed as a 
constantly renewed from within the lacquer — even the friction caused by the sailed sivep eguincs Giscssmcarrying (needs. 


movement of an insect over the surface has this replenishing effect. 
However heavy the infestation, one lacquering with aldrin and dieldrin means Have you @ stubborn pest problem to be solved? 


100%, control — and a clean ship for at least two years, 


aldrin « dieldrin 


f 
aldrin and dieldrin are | SMELL) insecticides for world-wide use 


For further information apply to your Shell Company Issued by The Shell Petroleum Company Limited, London, E.C.3, England 





Off, tothe USL? 


THE U.S.A. 
WILL COME 
TO FETCH 
You 
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Those two great ships, the Blue-Riband “United States” 
and the beautiful “America,” are as American as the 
peach-fed ham you'll find on their menus. Once aboard 
either, and you’re in the U.S.A. itself—with the very best 
of transatlantic shipboard service. 

An unsurpassed cuisine offers you the finest of American 
and Continental dishes; superb bands play for you nightly; 
there are pre-release films (the “United States” was the 
first ship on the North Atlantic to install CinemaScope 
—in First, Cabin and Tourist Class theatres) and there’s 
a beautiful, heated pool for you to swim in. Or if you wish, 
you can simply relax in quiet, undisturbed comfort. 

Whether you’re travelling on business or pleasure, your 
days aboard these modern, luxurious liners will be a wel- 
come, restful vacation. You’ll arrive in New York refreshed 
and relaxed. Fares are payable in sterling and there are 
dollar credits available for your expenses on board. 


SEE YOUR TRAVEL AGENT OR UNITED STATES LINES, 50 PALL MALL, LONDON, 8.W.I - 7 THE STRAND, LIVERPOOL 
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The WELLINGTON glove 
has been a SUCCESS! 


THE *‘WELLINGTON’’ is a distinguished glove, and he 
who wears it will bear the sure mark of the well-dressed 
man. It is made of soft-handling real cape leather and is 
lined with warm, soft botany wool. Introduced recently, 
it has proved to be a great triumph of craftsmanship. 
“Hidden Fit.” In the “Wellington,” as in every Dents 
glove, the leather is treated to allow it to stretch side- 
ways into the exact shape of your hand, but never length- 
ways, out of shape. This assures a perfect, lasting fit. 

It’s not surprising, then, that the “Wellington” has been 
a success, since it is designed for men who dress with 
discrimination, and is outstanding value at 37/6 


The nicest thing the typist can say about 
her machine is nothing at all. A good typewriter doesn't 


draw attention to itself — it does ali you want it to 





quietly and quickly and well. And the Imperial ‘66’ is 


the most efficient and most unobtrusive of all, 


men of few words say 


Pink Plymouth 


. 
and earn the respect of all who appreciate thet REAL Te, 
pink gin should be prepared with PLYMOUTH GIN x mperia 


Whenever, wherever, however, you drink gin, you strike a 


a shrewd bow for oidtime standards when you call for AIEEE typewriters 


PLYMOUTH GIN 


PERIAL “PEWRITER CO. LTD. LEICESTER AND HULL, 
eorrie 34/6 © wate porTLE 18) * orm. sore 9/S © wesaruRE }/8 U.K. ONLY iM ’ ‘ 











Whit You 
shoud know 


Mot 


V:‘S-O-P 


The best brandy comes from 
Cognac, The finest Cognac 
comes from the Grande and 
Petite Champagne districts in 
the centre of Cognac. Al/ Remy 
Martin Cognac is made from 
grapes grown exclusively in these 
two areas. That is why people 
ask for Remy Martin and are 


never disappointed. 


REMY MARTIN 





“PLAIN TALKS” Ne. 2. 


PLAIN 
TALK 


about transistor 
hearing aids 


how to avoid disappointment 


Transistors have greatly improved hearing aids—they haven’t 
basically altered them. And they certainly haven’t made all 
hearing aids as good as each other. As a matter of plain fact, 
the quality of different firms’ transistor-aids differs a great 
deal more than their valve aids ever did. Transistors are a very 
recent development! Well then, you say, how am I to find 
out who makes a good hearing aid? Your first step is to 
consult your medical adviser and to get his approval of your 
using a hearing aid. He may even recommend a particular 
type to you. If not, the National Institute for the Deaf issues 
technical reports which are entirely impartial. We can send 
you ofe of these reports about two of our transistor instruments 
—and we could let you know at the same time the nearest 


Multitone Centre where you can try them for yourself. 





multitone 


MULTITONE ELECTRIC COMPANY LIMITED 
25 Dover St., London, W.1. Tel ; Hyde Park 9977 
Signatories to the National Institute for the Deaf Agreement 
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Hatchards 


Booksellers since 1797 


BOOKS 
ERE on the shelves of the world’s 
most famous booksellers, will be 
found books for all ages and tastes— 
from Antiquarian and second-hand 
books—to the latest novels and books 
for children. 
DEPARTMENTS 
GRAMOPHONE RECORDS, 
Standard and ry Playing, 
STATIONERY, CHRISTMAS 
CARDS, SUBSCRIPTIONS, 
PICTURES, BOOKBINDING, 
THEATRE TICKETS. 
Accounts opened on request 


187 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, W.1. 
Tel.: REG 3201 (6 lines) 











MANUFACTURERS’ 
iN OFFER OF 
~, A L EK ALL-PURPOSE 
POLYTHENE BAGS 
Which give protection against moth, dust and 
damp. Odourless, non-ageing and transparent. 


Per (each) 


13 
16 
, 20 


AS DESIGN f%:;""*"* 


12/6 per 100 «x 1" 16/6 100. 
208 wders up to Wi, bd.; over iW, td 


TRANSATLANTIC PLASTICS (Dept. P.1.), 
28, VICTORIA ROAD, SURBITON, SURREY. 


pa-eeeunx= 
eccadececuw 


Seentaeii< 


3g SESaRREEe4 


'~ 
mse 
ot 





THE 
PRESENT 


PROPELLING 
PENCILS 


IN ROLLED GOLD, SILVER OR NICKEL SILVER 
{ FROM LEADING JEWELLERS & STATIONERS 
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VY Can there be anything to choose between lamps 
when they are made to the same 


British Standards? Well, now. Do you 
remember when clothes were made to Utility 
Nothing standards ? They still varied in quality 
; the difference was in the making. 
Lamps are like that too. If it be not so, we 
to at Crompton are wasting a lot of 


> care and skill over every lamp we make 
choose : 


Don’t say ‘lamps’=-say 


(rompton 


By Appointment to Her Majesty the Queen 
Manufacturers of Electric Lamps 
Crompton Parkinson Led 








3 WISE INVESTMENT 
. GOOD REASONS FOR follows wise reading 


itis a bold claim! Yet The Investors’ Chronicle is 


consider the facts—one a Z, 
Smoking Mixture which com- the best informed and widest 
bines the rarest Yenidje with Ff read financial weekly. For 
choicest Virginian; another 

nearly 100 years it has been 


a Virginia Tobacco whose 
added touch of genius is a 
touch of finest cigar leaf. 
The surnames of both are 
the same—Balkan Sobranie. 
In the one or the other of 
these two famous brands is 
the final answer to present 
discontents and a friend- 
ship that will last a life- 
time. Neither = every- 
body's choice—t House 

branie is well content 





giving sound advice to inves 


ORIGINAL sors. Two free issues from 


1 House, 11 Grocers 
GINGER WINE Hall ; he " he Hy ’ 


——__ 
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RUM AND GINGER 


in a mass market world to 4 Stone’s Ginger Wine, § Rum— 

—_ oe | ae . ae , here’s a drink to keep you warm and 

discriminating few. : A ° D op yous putes! 
Balkan Sobranie pipe 2 
Tobeccos are priced - 
at 5/44 per ounce in WHISKY MAC 


vacuum sealed tins 
and are made by the 4 Stone’s Ginger Wine, | Whisky — 


House of Sobranie. ‘ voted the drink of the year at 
BALKAN SOBRANIE : thousands of parties. 
TOBACCOS : 3 
. 








a a aed 


* 
~ 


» 
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STANDS ALONE ON ITS OWN 


Coming home or going out, a genial 
glass of STONE'S Original Ginger 
Wine is as welcome as a fireside. 
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XxVI 







about your 
business . . . Drive 
Yourself with 

Daimler 


Hire 













New cars 
No depreciation 
No capital outlay 


No servicing or 


charges 
Delivery 
and collection 
Alternative rates 
* by-the-mile’, 
unlimited mileage or 
annual contract. 


AUSTINS + VAUXHALLS + PORDS 


’ 
HILLMANS * HUMBERS , , , phone 


SLOime 5456 


68 BROMPTON ROAD * LONDON 








Always ask for... 


7 


ROLCUT. 


Secateurs 





















' ows 





Having trouble 
with air? 


if you want an assured and controlled 
supply of pure air, regardiess of 
outside conditions, we are the people 
to consult! 


Hall 


— 















After Shave Luxury 


To feel so well shaved that you could take a 
salute with con — use Imperial Leather 
After Shave Lotion. Its unassuming perfume 
will give a great fillip to your well-being. 

N.B. For electric shaving reverse the process. 
Use After Shave Lotion before you shave. 


Cussons 5 
IMPERIAL (6) LEATHER ( \ 
| After Shave 
/ Lotion 


FROM ALL GOOD SHOPS 











Large 3/9 
Junior 2/2 


CUSSONS OF 84 BROOK ST, GROSVENOR SOQ, Wi 








Apollinaris 


is ‘sparkling’ spring water. 
The Apollinaris spring over- 
looks the Rhine Valley. From 
it comes the soft water, 
naturally aerated, affection- 
ately known as Polly. 
Apollinaris has the unique 
quality of bringing out the 
true flavour of a whisky. 

Ask for ‘Scotch and Polly’ 











PRESENT INDICATIVE 


Put a Unicorn on your Christmas present 
list if you have a much-loved husband, 
a smart young son, a nice rich uncle, or 
a business friend who will appreciate a 5 
really fine briefease when they see it. 
Give a Unicorn and you give something 
that will last for ever-—-a briefcase 

























superbly created by skilled craftsmen in 
fine leather, beautifully stitched and 
hand-finished, able to take in masses < 
papers without distorting its handsome slim 
outline 

He would take special pride in the immaculate 
Combination Document Case, with retractable 
handles and miniature precision combination 
lock, iliustrated here. 

Model C.F. Natural coach hide, 18" x 12°, £8 8.05%" x 104", 


Miniature 


‘7 ae USt e TOY LON tens poet x if, exclusive 

913.0¢ “* #4 ’ rained k morocco, 

9” x 104", “10.168. Alt are available Bs 
nicorn 


10/6d. Post free and tax free in UK 
Obtamable 


Showreeen, EEE a - 

‘yp Piccadilly, W.1. (H ); 

”) oo ' at Woodhill ’ Dept. 
oi 225 Kearny Street, San Francisco %, Cal 


UNICORN LEATHER CO. LTD. 
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SWISS JEWELLED LEVER 






‘Whatever ase you have for » “ Timer” 
wee & PRESTONS STOP -WATCH 
They are all top-quatity Swiss precision 
matrements 

Send for our Price List, 


© $rotes Timers in Industry” 

(Paestons i™D. — =| 
BOLTON (EST. 1669) LANCS. me 

YOLVLGLOGREEELEEGELEGEEEY, 


@ HARRIS TWEED 


12/6 yard, various shades, any length 
cut, tailoring service; Harris Woollen 
Bedspreads, 42/6; Harris Hand-knit 
Socks, 7/~; Fair Isle Pullovers, 22/6. 
Send stamped envelope for particulars i 




















GRAHAM, 49, Borve, Lewis, Scotland 
CLECOCBMELLELCL AGA 








The Treasured Gut 
Sophos CRESTED CUFF LINKS 
Highly polished and heavily Gold Cased, with 
Crest and Colours of any Club, School, O.B., 
Association, Regiment, etc., faithfully repro- 
duced in exact detail im coloured enamels, 
Each pair in presentation case 
Any one of over 800 designs in 
production ...50/-. Obtainable 
from all leading Men's Wea 
shops, and some Jewellers. 

A product of Lambournes (B’ham) Led. 


PHILLIPS 
















MILK 
(Old Golden) 


o 
AMBER (Dry) 
— 
BUTT (Grown) 


ROQUITA CREAM 
(Pale Golden Rich) 


J. R. Phillips & Co. Ltd. 
BRISTOL | 


BRISTOL 
BRISTOL 
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THIS WINTER ON 


ILFORD 
FILMS 


Exciting pictures are yours for the taking al! through the winter 
any time, anywhere. Simply choose the right Ilford film 

FPS for flash pictures at home. 

HPS for photoflood lighting indoors, and outdoor photography 
by day or by night. 

HPS for the most difficult subjects out of doors at any time with 
even the simplest of cameras. Also for snapshots mdoors by 
normal room lighting with lens apertures of {4.5 or larger 
HPS is made in 120 size roll film and 35mm standard cassettes. 


ILFORD FILMS FOR FACES & PLACES ANY TIME, ANYWHERE 
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VISITING LONDON? 


Home comfort 


Home is where the grocer delivers, 
where you can hear your letters come 
in through your own front door, where 
you can have your friends in for drinks 
or meals, Park West consists of 600 
such homes, pleasantly furnished service 


apartments, some small, some bigger, Ss = 
some big- family size — all with kitchen, : ——= REGIMENT 


fridge, bath, constant hot-water, central — SQUADRON 
heating, radio, te’ and cx te = 

peng Sows teas _— UNIVERSITY 
—_ from towels to telephone = SCHOOL 
directories, iron and ironing board to : — —S or GUILD 


writing paper. Including maid-service = == 
for cleaning, bed-making, shoe polishing, ZF Most apposite of gifts, colourfully immaculate 
tidying, Bel 7 oi al Costs 26/6 (7 «x 6”). Send no date 


tidying, Below stairs: restaurant, snack —— = 
bar and club bar: garage squash courts st. but write for free BROCHURE to 


and a big heated swimming pool, You ~ Nap ae 
can book for a night (97/6 single), a : = oe oe itd 


week or a month, May we send you our ——$—— 
brochure — a conducted tour in photo- é€ & W a 
graphs? Why not come and look round 
next time you're near? + 
_vitamins can do!_ 


** About a year ago, a friend of mine recommended ‘ Supavite’ 
to me, and I want you to know how very pleased I am that 
she did”, writes Mrs. E.K. of Morden, Surrey. “I have been 
taking these ever since, with just an odd week here and 
LONDON, W,2, there, leaving them off.’ Mrs, E.K. is a widow with a job 
that takes her daily to London and back. “i feel sure,” she 
says, “*Supavite’ has done me a lot of good, and certainly 
helped me through the winter months.” 


@ WOULD YOU TOO BENEFIT 
BY A COURSE OF SUPAVITE? 


‘Supavite’ is a most valuable food supplement—so im- 

portant to health and fitness that it enables the system to fee FmOr Oe 
—_ , nd otel overcome, by natural means, many symptoms of ill-health. 

Kronenhof-Bellavista The vitamins in ‘Supavite, are essential to full vigour, 
PONTRESINA (Engadine) SWITZERLAND good spirits, steady nerves and general health and well- 

Traditional abode of British sportetalk . . . awn . a . 

ieetad sation". “commuading Vawe” Diese being. An immense improvement in health, energy, nerves 

class family hotel amidst most beautitul walks and resistance to disease can be felt within a few weeks of 


(te mins. Engadine iy Course), 2 rooms, 10 : aca 
. distiact! . 
the cultured atmosphere of an Brglich taking Supavite capsules. 
country house. Por sun, for sport, for society in 
pe Seren Ae seme The Kronenhot this winter: A course of vitamin-reinforcement costs 
#. inet. oe ent 
the Propeietar L. Gredle. Write for hure. only 4d. a day with 


GREEN PARK HOTEL 
37, Half Moon Street, Piccadilly, 
LONDON, W.1. Mayfair 7522 ite 


200 luxury bedrooms, all with radio, T.V , 
telephone, central heating and H & C. 

Exceptional food, courteous service, and oo . 

the most aceractive cocktail bar in Mayfair. x el 


—————————————_T_ 0 
WINTER SUNSHING (Bi S cou | CAPSULES 


tin sterling area) 


HOTEL PHOENICIA cocavevnsn iss test nosis Sib THE GREAT LADY 


MALTA : mis H 4 Soe Annan oats.” OF SHERRIES 


In Spain, rmamecrra is a legend 





Liebfraumisleh 


AMBassadoe 77 34 
CABLES! Belwespar Padd London 

















. 

















First clase culsine and accommodation at surpris: » rr ; i 
oe logit, cpanernon! sateen. ‘ ria aaa pe | i NEW The famous Ruiz created tt in 

neing, ridge, Iwate Cisema ‘ ¥; y ? iy HM OI 
Membership of social and sports clubs arrange: ; i yd - 0 extoeahngange Isabel I. . very 
¥ : comes to England each year 


Rates and brochure on request. Ask your Travel ‘ 
Agent or phone GE Rrard 6477 NOW ALSO AVAILABLE bur it all has the mark of greatness. 


tapeiita is worth a connoisseut’s 





green label ‘ One month's supply (60 capsules) for 9/- Dali veue Wins Blaschans teste 


Write for free handbook on Sherry te 
chut ney ) watt cms, (Dape.P), 
SLICED MAnGS 94, GROSVENOR sTarEr, w.1. 
Manufactured by 
THE ANGLER CHEMICAL CBO. LTS. 
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. . 
Money is our business 
As our customers know well, we do many things besides handling 
money. But the whole business of banking is founded on notes 
and coin, and it is still essential that cash should be available 
wherever it is needed. On an average working day our own cash 
reserve, spread throughout our more than 2,000 branches, weighs about 


2,200 tons, a reasonable enough figure ; for after all, money is our business 


Barclays Bank Limited 








ie, eg 


ee iis ahs 


rom HARVEYS oc vsisse 


Bach and every one of these cases 
wines 


root A 


with our 


* The charge includes carrlage and 

pack ye any case will be de- 
Srova any address in Oreat 
Britain be tne for Christmas, {i the 
order is received by December \4th. 


igh we the Aas Drop” 


JOHN HARVEY 
& Sone Wd, (Pounded 1706) 
12 DENMARK 5T., BRISTOL, |! 
Bristol 2-7661 
London Office: 40 KING STREET 
st. James's, 6.w.1, TRATalgar 4436 





Case for Christmas Day—106/- 
1 bottle Merienda Sherry, pale 


medium , 
1 bottle The Abbot Port, very light 


bottle Médoc Claret 
| bottle Harvey's Pro ™ 


1 bot Harveys Hedgepick Stoe 


's”* Cose—88/- 
bottle Select Shooting Sherry, 
golden. 
1 bette Hunting Port, fine old 


1 bottle Harvey's Golf Blend Scotch 
Whisky “The 19th Hole” (25 u.p.) 


Case No. 1—40 - 

1 bottle Falanda Sherry, superior 
rich golden, 

| bottle Brown Cap Port, old 
tawny, 


Case No. 3—~50 64 
1 bottle Fino Sherry, ligit pale dry. 
1 bottle — Cap Port, old full 
pes 

1 bottle , es Supérieur. 
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FOR MEN OF 
CHRISTMAS IN ACTION 


Some men like a nap after noon at 
Christmas. Some like a nip before it. But 
to make all men feel more nippy, less 
floppy, more snappy and altogether very 
happy—present them with a coffret 
of quiet, perfect groom- (A 
ing by Lenthéric. For 
a gift to ensure good- 
will towards the 
giver, there's 


nothing like it. 








a gift of 


quiet perfect grooming 


is a Christmas tune with 
many variations. We 
show here three superb 
coffrets ranging in price 


from 14/3 to 39)- 


CO) Lntheric 


Other items include After 


"Preeumente of Golfers now appreciate the perfect balance of the Plus Fordham. 
The low centre gravity with correct weight distribution is responsible for its 
remarkable ease of traction and directional stability . . . and talking of balance 
even your bank manager would regard the Pius Fordham as a good investment. 

Shave Lotion, *‘ Tanbark”’ 


The Plus- Fordham Cologne, After Shave 


is available from all Pros, and Sports Dealers , is af Den Powder, Sealp Stimulant, 


Hair Dressing, Rrillian- 





tt also folds into the ” —_ > gat tine, Lather Shaving 
£6-17-6 powweny the shores Cream, Shaving Bowl, 
inclusive with white hollow cushion tyres a Bs Men's Soap and Composite 


£6 . 7 +. 6 packs. Youcanspend a; little 


inclusive with black hollow cushion tyres as 4/9, or as much as 84/6 











from selected stockists and 


FORDHAM PRESSINGS LTD. WOLVERHAMPTON 17 OLD BOND STREET LONDON - PARIS - NEW YORK 
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Fiy TGA and save 
money! 


From now until March 31, 1956, 
you can fly to Canada aboard 
the most luxurious aircraft on 
the Atlantic crossing, at /ow, 
off-season fares! 


Overnight by 
TCA SUPER Constellation 


Aboard giant TCA SUPER Con- 
stellations (with your choice of First 
Class or Tourist accommodation), 
Toronto and Montreal are only a 
night’s journcy away from London 
or Glasgow. 


Same-day TCA connections 
across Canada and to the U.S.A. 


Flying across Canada or to the 
U.S.A.? Why change airlines? 
TCA fly you all the way! You can 
enjoy TCA Viscount travel on many 
Canadian inter-city routes, and, by 
the same famous turbo-prop aircraft, 
fly te New York (only 95 minutes 
away from Montreal), Chicago, 
Detroit (Windsor), and Cleveland. 





SAVE £214 


TCA’s Family Fare Plan offers 
really worthwhile fare-savings to 
families travelling to Canada 
from now until March 31, 1956. 
A family of 4 can save up to £214, 
London to Montreal (Tourist 
return) —ask your Travel Agent 
for details of how much you can 
save on one-way or return flights 


» Scorer 


Pure wool 
Br cellently 
Briyled for 
Ghilly mortals 
@pviously... 


underwear 


in pure wool and silk-and-wool 


PETER SCOTT & CO LTD HAWICK: SCOTLAND 














FIRST CLASS RETURN FARES 
London to Montreal - £237. 9.0 
London to Toronto ~ £253.10.0 

TOURIST RETURN FARES 
London to Montreal - £168.19.0 
London to Toronto- - £182.10.0 

Approved LATA off-season fares 


TRANS-CANADA AIR LINES 


HOW 
SMART WOMEN 
KEEP THEIR HEELS 
SMART 





Ihey ask their shoe repairer 

to fit RIMPORTS — the neatest, strongest 
built-in heel protectors yet mad 

Bonded with the best leather, 

they stop that down-at-heel appearance 

help you to walk properly and save that 
constant every-other-week repair bill 

With RIMFORTS., heels last three times 

as long — often longer. There is a size and shape 

to suit every shoe and there are RIMPORTS 
for men and children tox 


Ask for RIMFORTS e fo 


next time—by name 


Ss 
fortigy your hee!® 


27 PALL MALL, LONDON, 8.W.1, AND GLASGOW 
Serving Europe, Canada, U.S.A., Bermuda, Nassau and the Caribbean 





F. D. WARD LTD + HIGHAM FERRERS « NORTHANTS 





eet SWIFT 


FLEX 
DINAS * RHONDDA ° GLAMORGAN 


Gwlat-ct-gue Cla ? 


oO | | 
Cut 


WHITE 
FOIL 


The finest non-ventage 
champagne from France's 


finest house 
GEL, 
Koger 


lk Dessert 
by 


NEEDLER 


oo 
Ww 
; 4 
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Ye Olde Wood 


The World's finest pipe 
Cut from best old matured 


ALWAYS 
INSIST ON A 


B , i 


8. BARLING & SONS PIPEMAKERS IN LONDON SINCE 1812 


briar, it represents the 
achievement of 140 years’ pipe 


making in London. 


Also available in 
Standard and Sandblast Series 











Sacific Line 
1956 


Vassenger Services 
to and from 
the West Coast of 


South America 


include calls at 


Port of Spain (Grinidad ) 
| Ya Guaiva ( Wenesuela) 


“ Reina del Mar” 
” Reina del Pacifico” 


Chace Sam Rigatoni 


(/NCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 1490) 
Pacific Building - James Street 
Liverpool 2 





























JEREZ 
CREAM 


Choicest Old 
Oloroso 


SHERRY 


Rich and Lanse 
with or outstandin “s 
be -_ bey flav 

AGE EX. 
PERT Met Fe TION 
and gon a) 
JEREZ (Spa 
produce 


Shipped only by 
WILSON & 











meal of it 
with 


INDIAN 
MANGO (“ae 
CHUTNEY Giuep 


At alt good Grocers 











THE 


LIABILITY 
IS 


YOURS 


rous and 


Slippery floors are dan 
positions 
is, Offices 


ST recponniith ye who ho 


Public Buildi ete., should insist 
that a Bestaings polish is used as 
part of their duty to the community. 


FURMOTO 
NON-SLIP FLOOR CREAM 


sold in i. 1. 5 gen he antt ae Gre 
(Also supptied home 
FUuRMOTO “CHEMICAL Co. Lita. 
1-3 BRIXTON ROAD, LONDON, S.W.9 
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LINENS 














have floors... f& 


4 
6% 
2 oF 








When you have an attractive building people 
tend to come into it. The more people, the greater the wear 
on floors. The flooring experts, however, know how to balance 
come-hither beauty with immense durability. These wise 
men are stationed throughout the country in twenty Semtex 
branch offices. They represent, authoritatively, an organisa- 
tion which manufactures, designs, lays and maintains floors 
of contemporary functional efficiency. Materials used include 
Semastic Decorative and Vinylex Tiles, Dunlop Rubber 
Flooring, high grade linoleum and specialist industrial 


SEMTEX 


A DUNLOP COMPANY 


floorings. 


SEE OUR EXHIBIT AT THE BUILDING EXHIBITION WOV. 16th - NOV. 50th 1956 AT OLYMPIA 


Ta; Hendon 6543 


Semtex Lid., Semtex House, London, N.W.9 
Td; Whitehall 5905 


West Bud Sales Office’: 123 Pall Mall, London, 6 W 1 


Independent 

as a cat the new 
AGAMATIC 30/80 & 

is the kind of household pet 
YOU Love and arin ets caine sad ies 


a boiler which so often lets you down, 


leave alone a there's the new Agamatic 30/80 


iler. 


* HOT WATER—as much as you 
want for baths, washing, washing-up 
everything! And 2-3 radiators as 
well 


HOT WATER—no trouble. The 
thermostat controls the rate of burn 
ing for you. Riddling is dustiess 


HOT WATER —cconomiecally! Th: 
Agamatic is designed to get the maxi 
mum heat out of every scrap of fuel 
It's happiest on coke, the cheapest! 
° 


The price is £4a.10.0 and excellemt Hire 
Purchase terms are available, Fill in the 
coupon NOW and send it to 





BOOS 2280882008 8208824) 
AGA HEAT LTD., 902/1t, Orchard 
House,Orchard Sureet, London, W.1 
Please cond me a PREE leafle giving 
all details of the new Agamatic 70/80 


NAMI 





ADDRESS 


The word Agamatic é . — ") 
"a 

vey steved Pots mark of Proprietors: Allied Lronfounders Lad, o% 

Age Heat Lid. Le wom meee ee eee 











22D 
The 7 
QUALITY SALT 
in the 


QUALITY TIN 


PALMER MANN & CO., LTD., SANDBACH 





CHESHIRE 
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Thorne OAL mary use For 


BUILDINGS 


a 


The design of Coseley Standard Steel Framed buildings ensures the THE COSELEY ENGINEERING CO. LTD. 
LAMESFPLtEL DO 

WOLVERHAMPTON 

selected, can be supplied and erected in a remarkably short time. LONDCN OFFICE: 27 OLD BOND STREET, W.1., Tel.: GRO 3626-7-3 


1S PE WHAT WOMEN LIKE 
ys hah Rk (DITION MOST ABOUT MEN 


By Prince Gourielli 


choice of an almost infinite variety of sizes and uses which, once 








This Christmas you can honour the occasion, 
as never before, with TRADITION — a Ave you ever heard the words “such a clean-cut young man™ 
superlative aged Liqueur Brandy recently H or “how well-greomed he always is”? According to a recent 
arrived from France. Especially blended by survey it is this well-groomed look that the girls find it hardest to 
E. N in et Cle. to suit the traditional resist. So I have designed a new range of toilet preparations for 
. ‘ men, and men only. 

English preference for pale, dry Cognac, The scent I chose has a rugged freshness that’s unmistakably 
TRADITION is a wholly natural product of masculine ; and the original cocktail-shaker flasks are plainly ‘his’. 
quality, time and skill. Its innocence of What constitutes good grooming? Let's start at the top. YouR HAR. 
colouring or sweetening, its incomparable Dandruff? ... greasy and dull? ... dry and lifeless? Try my new 
bouquet and finesse make TRADITION a Tonic Hair Shampoo (8/6) followed by Tonic Hair Groom (16/9). 
gift that reflects the discernment of The shampoo contains a special agent to control dandruff and the 
hair groom is vitamin-enriched, your Face. Without a doubt your 
giver and recipient alike. face’s worst enemy is the razor. To protect tender skin I have created 
a New Enriched Shave Cream (in Classic Bow! 11/6) blended of 
NORMANDIN COGNAC super-soft oils that penetrate the most grizzled beard and lubricate 
the skin beneath. To carry on the good work I developed a special 
T R A D i T | (0) N After-Shave Lotion(16/9)to nourish, toneand soothe. Note: a lotion. 

your Bpopy. For general good-grooming 

a there is Prince Gourielli Men's Soap (3 

Bottles ; 57/6d Hoalf-Bottles : 29/3 man-sized tablets for 11/6)... Talcum 

; for Men, discreetly treated with a new 

an" ee Seer deodorant (8/6)...and Eau de Cologne 

Make a note of the name—LOREL. This For Men (21/-). 

aed bottle, Palest for Breauee | ‘Dual Sets’ for Christmas: One contains 
and-sodas, for Christmas cocktails — and Hair Groom and After Shave Lotion 
0h “yeni ecccbwraneaaan emma (36/-); the other, Hair Groomand Men's 
U these two Brandies have not yet arrived in your locality, please write to Eau de Cologne (40/6). From leading 


BRANDIES OF FRANCE LIMITED, 13 Maze Pond, London, S.E.1 stores and chemists. P.G. 
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LOADING SHERRY IN THE PORT O 


BRINGING YOU 


Spain best 


From Jerez, in Southern Spain, comes the Sherry 
for which Spain is so famous, and from which town 
indeed, this wine derives its very name 

Here you will find Williams & Humbert’s Bodega 
where outstanding examples of Spanish Sherry ar: 
matured. DRY SACK, for instance, is world 
famous, while CARLITO and WALNUT BROWN 
are no less renowned. 

The wine-ships sail regularly from Cadiz with 
Williams & Humbert’s Sherries for homes, hotel 
and bars, from Putney to Peru bringing you 
wherever you are — Spain's best 


WILLIAMS & HUMBERT’S 


World Gamous Sherrits 


SPAIN’S BEST 


Sen” 
WILLIAMS & HUMBERT LTD., BODEGAS: JEREZ-DE-LA-FRONTERA, SPAIN 
London House: 35 Seething Lane, E.C.3 
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‘Truly blent 


whose Red and White, 
Nature’s own sweet and 
cunning hand laid on’ 


TWELFTH NIGHT 


—and truly blent 


for the man who inhales 


* aes 
eae 
ries oe eH g 
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